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FOREIGN ARTICLES. 
The packet ship Culumbns, at New York, brings 
Liverpool dates to the 9th Nov. two days later than 
our previous advices. Nothing of importance had 
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transpired in the meantime except the speech of 


Louis Phillippe, which was conside: ed satisfactory in 
all quarters. The tone of the pubgic journals is 
extremely mild and conciliatory, and evinces a dis- 
position to make every honorable concession for the 
purpose of preservinz the peace of Europe. The 
king proclaims his love of peace, and appeals to 
tie representatives of the French nation to assist 
hin in the maintenance of a blessing so essential 
“to the common interests of Europe, to its people, 
aud to the progress of civilization.” 

The elfect of the speech of the king of France 
was favorable to the money market—consols and 
securities advanced. 

Flour was duli—iarge arrivals from America— 
corn market aioply supplied and the trade dull at 
previous rates. 

In the cotton market less activity than usual. 

AFRICA. 

Governor Buchanan writes from Monrovia under 
date of 24th October, that the celony of Liberia 
was in an unusually healthy state, and every thing 
was prosperous and flourishing. 

NETHERLANDS. 
The prince of Orange, who has recently been ad- 


vanced to the throue, by the voluntary abdieation of 


his father, the king of the Netherlands, is 48 years 


ofage. He was distinguished at the battle of Wa- 
terloo. Among the list of foreign stockholders in 


the Bank of the United States, as given by a coin- 

mittee of congress, is the prine of Orange as a hold- 

er of one million of dollars. [Newburyport Herald, 
BRAZIL. 

The trade of Brazil. 1 is stated that the statistics 
of the kingdom of Brazil, in South America, show 
that one half of the foreign importations into that 
country is furnished by Great Britain, while the pro- 
portion from the United States is only about one 
twentieth, Surely our merchants will be on the 
qui vive in this matter. [ Philad. Lng. 

BUENOS AYRES. 

The affairs of this country says the correspondent 
of the Journal of Commerce, were in a very critical 
state, on the 20th Sept. an engagement was daily ex- 
pected between the armies of gen. Rosas and La- 
Vaile. [ rode out the other day tothe army, in com- 
fen with capt. Ozden, of the U. 8. ship Decatur. 

© inspected the ariny with gen. Rosas, and some 
of his principal officers. His men look asif they 
will fiyht hard, and gov. Rosas has one-fourth more 
men than gen. Lavalie, but the troops of the latter 
are said to be veterans, and the former are about half 
militia. The army is about ten leagues from this 
City. The new French admiral, Mackaw, arrived 
= Montevideo on the 23d of that month, with two 
risuierane a portion of the troops, and, on the ar. 

e other vessels, would go up to Buenos 

ee Gen. Lavalle had retreated soine sixty 
agues from his position in the vicinity of Buenos 
io Bae pres xen an attack from Oribe and 

anendenes gone tog omg whose _— forces 
staley:- ane anien ead lis to 4,000. he letter 
vengienia governor Rosas has been lannehing his 
a ied Sig upon the Unitarians, 50 of whom 
Shot, and a large amount of property con- 
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TEXAS. 

Galveston dates to 3d December, confirms the ac- 
counts in our last of the treacherous conduct of the 
federalists. 

Many of the American volunteers had come in, 
having escaped from the pursuit of the cenftralists. 
One detachment of thei retreated from Victoria 
to the eastern side of the Rio Grande, a distance 
of three hundred miles, pursued the whole way by 
the centralists, and travelling on one occasion al- 
most ninety miles in twenty-four hours. Accounts 
had reached Houston, stating the arrival of the de- 
tachment under cojonel Jourdan at Loredo. 

A detachment of Mexican centralists, two hun- 
dred strong had crossed the Rio Grande and ven- 
tured into the limits of Texas as far as Aubry’s 
Banche, for the purpose of ascertaining whether 
the sinuggling of tobacco was carried on from that 
point. They retired without doing any mischief, 
stating that they had strict orders not to molest any 
but those who were fighting for the federalists. 

Major Howard had arrived at Austin from San 
Antonio. He reports the section of country through 
which he led his troops, as generally fertile, well 
watered and timbered. The Indians had crossed the 
Rio Grande; on the west side of which they had 
committed many depredations. An English mer- 
chant is in Galveston making arrangements to carry 
on a direct trade with Liverpool in the shipping of 
cotton and importation of merchandise. The pro- 
ceedings of congress, now in session, show nothing 
of special interest. The French minister, Mr. De 
Saligny had been introduced to congress, and was 
received in the most flattering manner. The emi- 
gration to Texas seems to be rather on the increase 
than otherwise. During the last twelve months, it is 
eStiinated that ten thousand slaves were introduced. 





DirLromMatic. Hisexcellency the minister of Por- 
tugal,to reside at Washington, the commander De 
Figaniere de Morao, his lady, six children and ser- 
vants, arrived at Baltimore ou the 12th inst. in the 
Tweed, from Rio de Janeiro, where he had expe- 
rienced a severe and dangerous illness. The voyage 
was beneficial to him, but he i3 now confined 
by arheumatic affection. 

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION. 

The general result in each state having been in- 
serted, as in our last, we shall oinit the table of ag- 
gregates until it can be inserted complete. Some 
few counties are yet to be received from Tennes- 
see, Missouri and Mississippt. 





GIVE US RECIPROCITY IN TRADE OR A DISCRI- 
MINATING DUTY. A series of resolutions has been 
introduced into the Georgia senate, instructing the 
senators and requesting the representatives of that 
state in congress-—“‘to use their best efforts to have 
a law passed at the ensuing session of cougress, to 
tax all French wines, silks and brandies, in propor- 
tion to the one which they lay upon our tobacco in 
their ports.” 

A PROTECTIVE TARIFF. We recur to this sub 
ject again, more, however, for the purpose of plac- 
ing before our readers afew facts connected with it, 
than of impressing upon them any views of our own. 
The subject is one of controlling importance, and 
destined in a short tine to be one of general inter- 
est throughout the country, as well as of extended 
discussion in the national legislature. 

We last week placed before our readers a table of 
the exports and imports for the last fifteen years, 
and ai:ned to show that the reduction of the taiilf of 
1823 was the signal for excessive importation, as 
well as the commencement of a heavy debt contract- 


ed in Europe by American merchants, ‘The excess | Hanse Towns, 
We shall endeavor to show for what this | avi 
debt has been contracted, and point out the benefi- | Great Britain, 


of imports over the exports of the country is esti- 
inated to be the amount of the foreign debt due to 
Enrope. 


cial effects which a renewal of the tariff act of 1828 
would ensure to American industry. 
amount of imports into the U.S. during the year 
1839 wag $157,609,560. Of this sum $72,040,719 
was admitted free of duty. Now let us see for what 
this large sum was paid to European merchants— 
and as we have no imeansof ascertaining the amount 
in 1339, we will take the year 1637 when the ha 





ports were about equal to 1839, the following table 
exhibits the different articles and the nature of each 
imported into the country during the year 1836, 
when the excess of the exports over the impoits 
amounted tu sixty miliion: 


Arlicles. Value. 
Cotton manufactures, $17,876,187 
Woollens, 12,758,430 
Wines, 4,332,034 
Spirits, 1,917,381 
Teas, 5,342,811 
Salt, 724,527 
Molasses, 4,077,312 
Iron and steel, 12,892,648 
Crockery, 2,709, 187 
Silks, 22,980,212 
Coffee, 9,653,053 
Sugar, 12,514,718 
Spices, 1,028,039 
Lead, 37,521 
Linen, 8,271,218 
Hemp, 815,558 
Specie, 13,460,881 


It will be seen by the above that we paid in 1838 
$22,980,212 for the single article of silks. In 1839 
the imports for the same articie amounted to 
$22,938,028 and yet this article, which comes from 
France principally, and where our exports are ad- 
mitted only under the most severe restrictions, 
comes into our ports free of duly. Need we saya 
word as to the iinportance of saving, by imposition 
of an adequate tariff, this immense expenditure to 
the nation, now that it is established beyond all 
question that we are as capable of producing the 
article of silk ourselves as any other country. Add- 
ed to this, silk is an article of luxury almost exclu- 
sively, and an imposition of duties upon it would 
fall upon those most capable of bearing them. 

But again. It will be seen that the amount of 
woollen goods brought into the country in 1836 was 
$12,758,430. In 1839, under the operation of the 
compromise bill, reducing still lower the duty paid 
on woollen goods, this article exceeded $18,000,000. 
This is so much drawn from the earnings of the 
country. It isso much paid by the manufacturers 
of this country to those of Kurope, and operates as 
an onerous and oppressive burden upon manufac- 
turing sections of the union. In 1336 the cotton 
manufactures imported into the country amounted 
to neur eixhteen millions, and probably much ex- 
ceeded that sum in 1839. This, too, is a heavy tax 
paid by this country to Europe. We pay also five 
or six millions to France for wines and spirits, 
while our government derives no revenue from this 
source. 

But lo whom do we pay tribute? The following 
exhibits the different countries from which the im. 
ports proceed, and the amount from each during 
the year 1836: 


Gieat Britain and dependencies, $86,022,915 
France do. 37,036,235 
Spain do. 19,345,690 
Netherlands do. 3,861,514 
Sweden do. 1,299,603 
Denmark do, 1,874,340 
Portugal do. 672,670 
China, 7,324,816 
Hanse Towns, 4,994,820 
Russia, 2,778,554 
Niexico, 5,615,819 
Columbia, 1,696,650 
Brazil, 7,210,190 


During the same year we exported to 





The total/ Spain, 





Great Britain, 64,187,550 
France, 21,441,200 
Spain, 8,081,668 
Sweden, 700,386 
China, 1,194,264 
4,663,882 
Russia, 911,013 
Brazil. 3,094,936 
And leaving us indebted to 
21,535,365 
France, 15,595,035 
11,264,022 
Sweden, 599,217 
China, 6,130,552 
Hanse Towns, 330,938 
Russia, 1,867,541 
$57,332,670 
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Showing an aggregate indebtedness to the above 
seven European governments, about equal to the 
whole excess of imports over the exports for that 
year. Now how is this to be paid? Does it not 
operate as a tax upon American industry? Is it not 


so much taken froin tle earnings of the people of 


this country and paid to producing classes of the 
old world? After examining the above table, we 
ask every one if it be not time for our government 
to interpose its protective powers and check the in- 
creasing amount of taxes we are paying to the mo- 
narchies of Europe. For ourseives rather than go 
on in the career which has marked our history for 
the last six or seven years, we much prefer to re- 
turn to that system which worked so weil from 1824 
to 1831, when the country went on prosperously, 
and when we were contracting no debts in foreign 
countries. [ Seneca Courier. 





THE NAVY. 

Commander Voorhees has been ordered to the 
U.S. sloop of war Preble, vice commander Breeze 
relieved. The Preble goes to the Mediterranean. 

It is said that the line of battle ship Columbus, 
now at Charlestown, Mass. will be immediately 
fitted for sea. She has been ordered to the Medt- 
terranean, under coinmand of commodore Morris, 
to relieve commodore Hull and the Olio. ‘The In- 
dependence goes elsewhere. 

* The following is a list of the officers attached to 
the U.S. sloop of war York Town, bound for the 
Pacific: 

Commander J. H. Aulick; lieutenants H. Eagle, 
8. C. Gist, C. W. Pickering, H. J. Hartstone; act- 
ing master C.F. Mclutosh; passed assistant surgeon 
William L. Van Horne; purser ‘Thomas B. Nalle; 
assistant surgeon, William A. Nelson; passed mid- 
shipman William L. Blanton; midshipmen M. K. 
Warrington, H. K. Stevens, L. Beard, Wm. Nelson, 
Robert Savage, A. F. Warley, F. L. Conover, R. 
Aulick; captain’s clerk H. LaReintrie. 

The U. 8S. sloop of war Decatur was at Buenos 
Ayres on the 29th September, to sail for Rio about 
be middle of December. 


STATES OF THE UNION, 
NEW IlAMPSHIRE. 
Message of governor Page. 
Fellow citizens of the senule, _ 
and house of representalwes: 

In pursuance of an adjournment in June last we 
are again assembled, clothed with the high func- 
tions, and charged with the responsible duties of 
legislators. The full consideration of much of the 
important business then before the legislature was 
necessarily postponed to this time, and will doubt- 
less receive that attention ifs importance demands. 

Independent treasury. Since our last sitting, 
that long agitated and most iinportant bill, estab- 
lishing an independent United States treasury, has 
received the sanction of the legislative authority of 
the union, and become the law of the land. The 
influence of this measure will be felt, it is believed, 
in checking the great fluctuations in the nominal 
prices and value of property, so ruinous to indus- 
trious enterprise, by preventing the vast expan- 
sions and consequent contractions in the amount of 
paper money and by infusing a greater amonnt of 
the less variable, and universally employed and ac- 
knowledged measure of value, specie, into our 
inedium of circulation. Its tendency will be to 
prevent suspension of specie payments by the banks, 
by compelling them to adhere to the regular and le- 
gitimate course of their business, under the cer- 
tain expectation that while the revenues of the ge- 
neral government shall be paid in part or wholly in 
specie, they will be held to the performance of their 
chartered stipulations with the public, and be called 
to redeem at least partially their promises to their 
vill-holders, with the gold or silver their bills are 
supposed to represent. To this no bank can offer 
any valid or reasonable objection, and no solvent 
and properly conducted bank need fear it. 

The withdrawal of the national funds from the 
custody of the banks, which funds are ecllected 
from the whole mass of our citizens for national 
and not for individual purposes, will also by lessen- 
ing the means of temptation thereto keep in check 
that wild and reckless spirit of adventurous specn- 
lation, which meets with success only at the ex 
pense of the industrions and frugal, and which has 
heretofore covered with disaster and embarrass- 
ment the whole length and breadth of our land.— 
Industry and economy will take the place of idle- 
ness and profligacy. Order and regularity in busi- 
ness will come, instead of the hurricaie of specu- 
lation which brings ruin and desolation instead of 
wealth, in its train. Our importations will be 
graduated to the actual demands for our consump- 
iion; the foreign debts of our merchants will be 
cancelled; trade will resume its regular and health 
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ful course, and as a nation, we shall soon regain, 
and let us hope continue, in the path of solid pros- 
perity and real independence. Nor is this all; the 
funds of the general government, the money of the 
nation will be under its own control, safely kept 
for its own legitimate use, the prompt satisfaction 
of all claims upon the national trea$ury in pursu- 
ance with legel appropriations therefor. 

The disasters that have happened to our national 


revenue under the system of bank deposites, cart" 


never occur under the independent treasury system. 
Under the former, we have seen very large amounts 
of the national revenues deposited in the banks, 
when all, or nearly all those institutions refused to 
pay a single dollar in specie to redeem their bills. — 
We have seen our government, as a choice of evils, 
obliged to resort to the issue of treasury notes with 
which to meet its liabilities for the want of those 
funds thus rendered unavailable through the delin- 
quency of the bank depositories. Fortunately for 
our country it was in time of peace this disaster 
befel her; had it happened when we were at war 
with any of the powerful nations of Europe, the 
extent of the calamities that might probably have 
arisen can hardly be estimated. The experience of 
the past is the best guide for the future, and ought 
to admonish us to be prepared for every probable or 
possible emergency. 

The public taxes. Among the various subjects 
which will claim your attention at this time is anew 
apportionment of the public taxes. This to make it 
equitable and just to all portions of the state will 
require much labor and patient investigation. I 
doubt not the subject will receive the early and per- 
severing attention which its importance, as well as 
due regard to economy of time, will demand. 

Banks, Allow me here to repeat the suggestion 
made to you in June last, touching “the expedi- 
ency of making it the daty of the bank commis. 
sioners within certain limited times to examine into 
the affairs of the banks, without being called upon 
by the governor for that purpose.” Although it 
may be believed the condition of the banks gene- 
rally in this state precludes suspicion of mal-ad- 
ininistration or fraudulent designs upon the public, 
yet the disclosures of the past year show that a 
bank may keep up its reputation abroad, command- 
ing credit with the public for an extended circula- 
tion of its bills, while an investigation of its affairs 


j at home would at once have exposed to view a con- 


diiion unsound and unsafe; and T cannot but be- 
lieve that these examinations made from time to 
time as suggested, would at least tend to prevent 
such betrayals of public confidence, and the conse- 
quent public loss and embarrassinent. 

Agreeably to a resolution of the house of repre: 
sentatives of the 19th of June last, one of the bank 
commissioners has made an examination of the con- 
dition of the Wolfeborough bank His report of 
the result of bis investigation which has been made 
public through the medium of the newspapers, 
will hereafter be specially communicated; as will 
also, when received, the report of another of the 
commissioners which is expected, (made in pursnu- 
ance of a resolution of the house of representatives 
of the 19th of June last), concerning the affairs of 
the Coneord bank. 

State prison, The state prison is now managed 
Wholly on account of the state. Essential altera- 
tions and repairs in the workshops, have been nade 
by the present warden, new branches of manufac- 
ture have been introduced, and the convicts are all 
steadily and industriously employed. The govern- 
ment and discipline of the prison were probably 
never better than at the present time. The resuits 
of the labor of the convicts in a pecuniary point of 
view, we have had scarcely time to ascertain; but 
their labor is directed to those objects which af: 
ford the best prospect of success. The claims for 
the labor of convicts underthe recent contract have 
been promptly met and cancelled. The present 
condition of the financial affairs of the prison will 
be hereafter communicated to you, and J indulge 
the hope, that with careful and energetic manage- 
inent, in the judicious employment of capital suf. 
ficient to enable the warden advantageously to make 
necessary purchases, the institution may be enabled 
to sustain itself, without additional charge upon the 
treasury, and also preserve the capital invested in 
its operations. 

Criminal laws and penitentiary system. The great 
object of our criminal Jaws and penitentiary system 
is to deter men from the commission of offences, by 
ineteing out ceitain punishment to ail offenders; and 
thus to protect society from the depredations of the 
lawless and violent. The mild system of punish- 
ment by temporary imprisonment, contemplates, 
not only punishment for the offence, but reclamation 
of the offender; and the system recommends itself 
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locking into our prisons and examining their jp. 
mates, that a large portion of them are young mey 
who have grown up with little parental care, j): 
struction or advice, baving never been trained to 
habits of industry, but allowed to remain idle ang 
ignorant, the natural consequences have followe, 
and they have gradually sunk in the scale of de. 


7 pravity until at last they have met ‘the sharp ro. 


uke of offended law” in the confinement of the 
felon’s cell. ‘here, under wholesome restrajnt 
and rigid discipline, the convict has a chance left of 
redeeming himself. Reflection will force itse}f 
home upon him, and reformation may follow. He 
may, if he will, acqnire some honest art of earnin 
a livelihood, and with it the tastes and dispositions 
which will induce biin to practice it. - Applications 
for pardon of convicts are of very frequent occur. 
rence, before the term of imprisonment is neaily 
expired; the practice is believed to be attended 
with pernicious effects to the convict; it tends to 
make him restless and uneasy, under the ground. 
Jess hope of a remission of part of the penalty an. 
nexed to his offence, which he should be taught to 
expect only, if at all, near the close of bis adjudged 
term of confinement, and then only, in considera. 
tion of uniformly exemplary conduct, and apparent 
determination to lead an amended life. 

Judicial system... ‘The operations of our judicial 
systein are matters of profound interest to all 
classes and conditions of our people. To render 
the system as little burthensome in its legal opera- 
lions, as possible, within the limits of the constitu- 
tion, is the appropriate duty of the legislature, 
The delays aud consequent expense, experienced 
by litigants in our courts of law, have become pro- 
verbial. Whether this is to be ascribed to defects 
in our laws, or in the mode of administering them, 
I will not assfne the province of judging; but 
whatever the cause may be, the expensive delays 
attending our administration of justice, is a subject 
of gencral complaint, especially in the larger coun- 
ties of the state. The complaint, if well founded, 
all will agree, should ineet with prompt attention 
from those who have been chosen by the people 
and made legislative guardians of the common 
welfare. In any constitutional remedial measures 
which the wisdom of the legislature may devise, [ 
shall most cordially co-operate. And J beg leave 
to suggest for your consideration, the propriety and 
expediency of dividing some of the more extensive 
counties in the state, into two or more districts for 
judicial purposes, Bie ‘wa 

Insane. The project of establishing an institu- 
tion for ameliorating the condition of the suffering 
incane in New Hainpshire, is a subject of intense 
interest to very many of our people; the success of 
which every philanthropist may sincerely desire.— 
The general interests of humanity, the unfortunate 
condition of the class of persons for whoin relief is 
sought, more especially if th» ills of pauperism be 
added to loss of reason, and it may be said, and 
perhaps truly, the honor of the state, press this 
subject upon our consideration with altost resist- 
less force. If pauperism presents a claim fo the 
charities of the public, which civilized and Chris- 
tian communities always allow, the relief given be- 
ing restricted only by the necessity for it, then in- 
deed, justice as well as a wise and provident chari- 
ty seem to urge the grant of a like measure of re- 
lief, if possible, in cases when to the strong claims 
of poverty, are added the fearfully interesting and 
still stronger claims of insanity. It is to be hoped 
that the trustees of the ““New Hampshire asylum 
for the insane’? will be enabled in their report (to 
be made to the legislature at its present session, 
agreeably to an act passed in June last), to show 
such reasonable grounds of hope, for its ultimate 
snecess in the undertaking, as will command for it 
your continued confidence and approval, 

Geological survey. ‘The geological survey of the 
stute under the direction of Dr. Jackson, the state 
geologist, assisted by Messrs, Williams, Whitney 
and Baker, his students, bas been in progress during 
the past season. It will not be expected that much 
more than a géneral outline of such survey can 
have been perfected in one season. It is believed, 
however, that a inass of interesting information has 
been collected, and many valuable discoveries of 
ores and minerals made. A large number of spe- 
cimens have been collected and deposited in the 
state cabinet, and other speciinens and soils are now 
undergoing the test of analyzation and assay In the 
laboratory. Next season il is proposed to t.ke up 
the survey of all the towns in regular and due order, 
complete the outiines, and explore all oe 1) cla 
portant so jar as time will permit. Tam informe 
by the geologist that he will be able to make a 
first annual report during the coming winter. Inte- 








, a is 
resting and valuable resulls are expected from this 


~° ‘ “hee ‘ . ‘ : ts da ‘ he 
strongly to our sense of justice, as well as to our! survey; to insure these, it Is meets. pend 
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~ nenses of the session, by its termination at as early 


> aday as may be consistent with a due considera- 
tion of the important business now before the le- 


 ,islature; in the adoption of such measures as shall 
> -omote the best interests and prosperity of our 
> constituents I shall most cheerfully co-operate. 
JOHN PAGE. 
) precutive Department, Concord, N. H. Nov.18, 18-10. 
3 ALABAMA. 
Election return—offictl, 








Har. . B. H. mj. V. B. mj. 
Autauga, 591 574 17 
| Barbour, 1,023 642 386 
Butler, 719 274 436 
Bibb, 583 478 105 
Benton, 483 1,248 765 
Baldwin, 137118 19 
Blount, 105 720 615 
Covington, 1388 65 123 
'Conecuh, 541 209 332 
Chambers, 1,039 678 361 
) Coosa» 316 539 323 
Clarke, 230 596 366 
> Cherokee, 377 759 382 
E Dallas, 1,024 689 339 
| Dale, 367 = 672 305 
> DeKalb, 157771 614 
© Fayette, 203 819 G16 
= Greene, 1,566 788 578 
> Henry, 325 391 66 
| Jefferson, 315 582 267 
© Jackson, 57 2,147 2,090 
© Lowndes, 896 522 S74 
> Lawrence, 649 782 133 
a Limestone, 356 897 541 
© Lauderdale, 645 987 342 
| Montgomery 1,134 811 323 
| Mobile, 1,481 1,121 360 
© Macon, T5t 33: 393 
» Marengo, $42 595 247 
© Monroe, 646 361 235 
’ Madison, 393 1.985 1,592 
) Morgan, 358 S04 446 
> Marshall, 142 924 732 
© Marion, 196 535 339 
& Perry, $73 825 148 
D Pike, 653 627 26 
© Pickens, 1,062 779 283 
D Russell, 691 404 287 
E Randolph, 279 524 245 
© Shelby, 573 407 166 
m St. Clair, 42 679 637 
© Sumpter, 1,568 1,180 128 
) luscaloosa, 1,276 938 338 
| Talladega, 669 788 119 
Tallapoosa, 412 436 24 
| Washington, 265 276 13 
F Wilcox, 778 437 241 
D Walker, 244 367 123 
28,471 33,991 
28.471 
Van Buren maj. 5,520 


- ARKANSAS. 
». The following is the result of the election held 
in this state, on the Ist Monday of Noveinber, for 
electors of president and vice president, as taken 
| ‘rom the official returns. 
ae Van Buren. 
p John Miller 6,048 
p John McCiellan 6,047 | John Ringgold 4.363 
s Sain, M. Rutherford 6,049 | Lewis Evans 4,361 
_ Yan Buren majocity 1,686. 
._ INDIANA. 
The following is the vote each candidate for pre- 
 sidential electors received at the late election, as 


Harrison. 
John W. Cocke 4,362 


> °opied om the official returns in the secretary’s | 








| ¢tiice, 
F - Harrison. f Van Buren. 
eee 65,276 | Hendricks, 51,695 
Bp vrehal, 65,288 | Howard, 51.358 | 
anes 65,267 | Owen, 51,693 | 
Wiepson, 65 308 | Secrest, 51,438 
hence 65,299 | Henley, 51,110 
ASinith. 65.293 | Robinson, 51,692 
Ho 1, 65,277 | Kennedy, 51,680 
R tod, 65,278 | Peaslee, 51,666 | 
p>anple, 65,297 | Lemon, 51,554 
rg 


MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES. 


a. pie AFTER ELECTION. For young work- 
a. ‘ ag he heats of election time are over, and 
. Hk it might be well for us to look about us for 
a Mething with which to occupy the minds of ovr 


Teas! 


CSlleee wan = 
$8 population. Daring the loug winter even- 


{ doubt not it will be your desire to limit the ex-: 


We have had onr pageants, our beacon fires, our 
salutes and our treats: it is time to sit down to the 
quiet enjoyinents of the season. 


And a blessed season it is afterall. Spring, sum- 
mer and autumn have each their appropriate delights, 
aft these are mostly enjoyed under the blue heavens 
and in the balmy air: but winter, cheerful winter, is 
the time for in-door comforts, the quest of know- 
ledge and the flow of affection. They may talk of 
May, but who does not know that the mutual at- 
tachments of young hearts put forth their clasping 
tendrils most lustily between thanksgiving day and 
the return of the blue bird? Now, when ruddy fires 
begin to throw their dancing flames over the snug 
sitting room: when the piping of the wind tells how 
close the house is; when jack frost drives the rosy 
children to wanton about the father’s knee, or roll 
half asleep upon the rug; now is the time when the 
working man, who has that best of earthly pills, a 
wife, and abundance of little olive branches about 
his table, learns fully what is meant by the happy 
ayllable, HOME. 


The rivals of our home are many and fearful.— 
Among the direst is the drinking place, whether 
known as porter house, grog shop ertavern. The 
man who spends his evenings in these stygian fumes, 
soon grovels and wallows away half his civilization. 
Where ought he to be, but by his own warm fireside, 
rewarding his wife for the solitary labors and vexa- 
tions of the day, and receiving on his own part those 
cheap but invaluable pleasures, which are as mach 
above the delirium and ribaldry of the bar room, as 
the light of day is above the glimmer of a dipped 
candle. Iam noenemy to tavern keepers. They 
are a useful class of men. Their cffices of kindness 
to the stranger and the traveller ougiit to be remem- 
bered and repaid, but they ought likewise to be freed 
from the horrible enormities which proceed from 
their phials of madness and death. The worst ef- 
fects of ill conducted taverns are felt, not by the 
wayfaring man, for whose behoof the inn is institut- 
ed, but the throng of villagers and neighbors, who 
have, or who ought to have, homes of their own, 
who need no tavern, and who resort thither from 
idleness, from love of excitement, or froin beastly 
appetite. 

Go into any town, and abide for a few days at one 
of these marts of alcoholic temptation. Mark the 
men who from day to day enter the ever open doors. 
Soine are there for hours, some at frequent intervals; 
some are maudlin by the grate or stove, others are 
hanging upon the porch. You have before you the 
representatives of the indolence, the loquacity, the 
unthrift, the mischief making, and the insolvency of 
the place. Is there one of them who drives a hand- 
some business? Is there one of them who wears his 
own earnings on his back? Notone. Is there one 
of them who is reputed for philanthrophy, public 
spirit, or successful talent, in any department? Not 
one. Is there one of them who enjoys the alert- 
ness, the clear spirits and the rosy hue of heaith?— 
Not one. That increasing plethora and sluggish 
growth is not the sign of strength. The cheek is 
flabby and the hand is soft. That redness of the eye 
and nose is not the color of genuine health. ‘That 
simper and tiat lauga are not the galety which ir- 
radiated the face before the tavern became a shrine. 

Ab! if that bar room could be adjured to testify, 
if those books, redolent of brandy and spotted with 
the marks of many a tumbler, could be put to the 
question, if, after every name, you could read the 
history of the drunkards who have droped off one by 
one, how would the hideous revelation seare the very 
sot for his swinish indulgence! The spell, however, 
‘is not broken, because the true Lethe is ever nigh. 
The first twinge of conscience is qnieted by brandy 
and water. Hence it is, that the tavern hunter is so 
often hopeless. He drinks till he feels himself half 
ruined; he is wretched; he drinks to drown his 
| wretchedness; he does drown it, and his soul along 
with it. Oh hapless youth! before such be your fate 
break away, by a sudden, an agonizing effort or you 
swell the list of victims. 

The brandy house and home are antagonist pow- 
ers—deadly foes, irreconcilable rivals. If you wish 
to emnbitter a man’s home and break his \ oung wife’s 
heart, introduce him to the ba: room. Grant all you 
please ef attraction at home, the drinking place will 
have more. Has he a virtuous, sensible, notable, 
‘comely, loving wife, and endearing babies? No mat- 
ter. His leisure hours are not for them, but for the 
loungers at the bar and porch. He will feign busi- 
ness, ur auxiety for news, or the expectation of a 
customer, or any one of a thonsand pretexts to take 
himand to heep him there. There he ts, at neon 
amd at night, and on the Sabbath. Until habit bas 
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e iinet ae nce oman —— a a Re I = = . ; 
~~ =n aecordance with the enlightened and |ings our working men need something to take the | becomes a fixture of the establishment. Every 
‘ pletely waliey of the legislature witir whet ° (he wlaeé of the calculations, the arguments, the wagers | drinking place bas its retinue of attendants, known 
3 mye and the wordy war about Van Buren and Harrison. | to every passer by. The tavern sign is not more 


familiar than the tavern suitors. Homeless creatures! 
each of whom in some bright or humble sphere, 
night have been enjoying such innocent delight, 
around the domestic altar, as could make this world 
a type of paradise! 


To young men, beginning life—especially to new- 
ly married men, the counsel is seasonable. Reverence 
the fireside. Admit no rival there. Let vour chief 
joys be shared by her who has forsaken all other 
hearts and hopes for you, by those who must inhert 
honor or disgrace from your course of life. Shun 
the bar room and purlieus of intoxication. It is to 
thousands the avenue to infamy. Help to rid those 
industrious men who preside over public houses, and 
succumb to the sad necessity of leading sober men 
into drunkenness and drunkaids into to despair—help 
to rid them of this unpleasant part of their office.— 
They protest their grief for these results. You can- 
not but believe them. Help them to wash their 
hands of the horrible stain. 
[Newark Daily Advertiser. 


Report oF THE D’HAUTEVILLE CASE. We 
have received from Philadelphia a large volume of 
two hundred and ninety-five pages, octavu, con- 
taining a full report of the D’Hauteville case, in re- 
lation to which so much has been said and publish- 
ed during the last two or three years. Legal pro- 
ceedings were commenced in this matter last sum- 
mer, upon a writ of habeas corpus, before the 
judges of the court of general sessions for the city 
and county of Philadelphia. The hearing lasted 
several weeks, and the case was conducted with 
much ability by W. B. Reed, J. M. Scott, and J. 
R. Ingersoll, esquires, for the relator, Mr. D’Haute- 
ville, and J. Cadwalader and W. M. Meredith, 
esquires, for the respondent, Madame D’Haute- 
ville. ‘fhe opinion of the court was delivered by 
judge Barton on the 14th inst. and was in favor of 
the respondent. 


It appears, that in the year 1837, Mr. David Sears, 
a highly respectable ane wealthy citizen of Boston, 
Mrs. Sears and several of their children, among 
whom was the respondent, made a visit to Europe. 
While in Paris, the latter became acquainted with 
the relator, Mr. D’Hauteville. The respondent, 
then Miss Ellen Sears, was a beautiful girl of about 
eighteen, possessing an intellect elegantly culti- 
vated, and the most refined manners. D’Haute- 
ville was a young gentleman of about twenty-five 
years of age, a native of Switzerland. He was the 
son of very respectable parents, with whom he 
lived near Geneva. After a short acquaintance be- 
tween the parties, Mr. D’Hauteville made propo- 
sals of marriage to Miss Sears, which were at first 
rejected. These proposals were, however, renewed, 
and after the arrangement of some preliminaries 
touching pecuniary affairs, they were married.— 
The marriage took place at Montreux, in August, 
1837. It seems that almost immediately after they 
were united, difficulties arose between them, and 
the time which the respondent spent in Europe, 
previous to leaving her husband to visit her father’s 
family in Boston, was a season of great unhappi- 
ness. In the early part of 1838, Madame D’Haute- 
ville, with the consent of her husband, came to 
this country on a temporary visit. Since her ar- 
rival here, however, owing, as she alleges, to some 
views expressed in letters from her husband writ- 
ten to her father and herself, she became fixed ina 
determination not toretarn. On the 27th of Sep- 
tember, 1838, a male child the issue of the said 
marriage, was born in Boston. In the month of 
July, 1889, the relator came to this country, and 
has since been engaged in fruitless endeavors to re- 
gain his wife and child. 


From the allegations of the respondent it is sa- 
tisfactorily shown, that the marriage of Madame 
D’Hanteville was a sacrifice, the result of an un- 
willingness, on her part, to recede from an ill-con- 
siderec engagement, into which in extreme youth, 
she had improvidently allowed herself to be drawn, 
and with which she afterwards complied, under the 
influence of a mistaken sense of duty. That she 
would not have thus complied, or been married to 
the relator at all, if she had not been assured that 
her wishes would not be opposed upon points 
which she deemed necessary to her happiness and 
welfare, and upon which he did not then consider 
her wishes as unreasonable. That from the mo- 
ment of their marriage, Mr. D’Hauteville deemed 
himself absolved from the obligation of these en- 
gagements, and by an infinite number of acts of 
ill-treatment, many of them committed in total 
disregard of the feelings and interests which had 





formed the subjects of his engagements before 


steeled his, he sacaks thither. Grown bewier, be | mariage, and by a continued system of oppression, 
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made his wife’s situation insupportable, to such a enlightened age, when woman bas beenelevated to| in my own delightful home, I have the consolati.., ge 
degree that her life and her reason were threatened, the equality of a reasonable companion to man.jof knowing that I have not flinched from the ee Il. . 
and had in come measure sunk under the weight of | One of the lady’s first lessons took place about a| which I knew to be right, and that | deserve Path and th 
her oppressions, until her removal from the scene |fortuight after her marriage, and is illustrative of approbation and your blessings; this habehe x) For the 
of them became, under medical advice, indispensa- | the discipline to which she was subjected. Her | sustain me through many dark ‘moments, aay wen 
ble. That she came from Europe, accordingly, | mother and sister were about to drive in their car- | collection of the. happiness which you have b me For th 
under his assurance, and in the belief, that he would |riage, and she proposed to accompany them. She | the means of bestowing upon me, during the ai For 
at least endeavor to open the way for an improve-| mentioned her wish to her husband, who consulted | course of my life, which has never been shaded cory Estuni 
nent in her condition after her return. a short time with his mother, and then said, no, she|a single cloud, will, I am sure, dear father, "tthe, (tho 
‘That in this expectation she was disappointed, | must remain at home. He told her that she had not | great pleasure, and it is a thought which is of Stn all 
and that on the contrary, his letter of the 24th of/asked him properly, in French, having said, “Je- | comfort to me, that the intercourse between i 1 oe 
July, 1838, presented as the only condition of her| veux aller,” I wish to go, or “I will go,” instead of | been so marked by constant love and affection, Tell 
return, such terms, as would have insured, the re-| «Je desire d’aller,” “1 desire to go.” What a prag- | my dearest Anna and Harriet my heart aches {o These 
newal and continuance of the same evils in a greater} matic fool! see thein once more. Heaven grant we may ‘hot 
degree than before, and in a degree which it would If she chanced totake the wrong seat at table, or | long be separated; but I cannot prevent my tear + pd 
have been beyond her strength tobave borne. That |to violate any of the numerous ceremonies prevailing | from falling fast when J think of them. Teil * Add f 
the impression thus produced upon her, in counec-/at his father’s house, she was reproved for it in a | dear father, how I have suffered, and they will nity for t 
liom with the past, is one of incurable alienation, manner inexpressibly offensive, and the booby of a| my distress, and not think I have Ceserted Mie teres 
and results in the loss of any remaining affection son would look on approvingly, and see his young | which is a thought I cannot bear. Farewell—y roa 
for him, and in the conviction, that the incormpati-| foreign wife, who had sacrificed so much for him, prayers will follow you by sea and by land. Bless Reder 
bility between thein is irreconcilable, without the| treated with the rudeness of a menial. The scrip-j| your child, dearest father, when you are far aw ay — 
total extinguishinent of feelings and syinpathies tural studies of Mr. D’Hanteville likewise appear | and sometimes recall the devotion of your attached pi 
which she has not the strength, and which itis not|to have been somewhat extensive. He undertook | daughter, (Signed) ELien 99 qual 
her duty to abandon. ‘That her return to his socie-|to support his views in regard to martial authority Our parting advice to Mr. D’Hauteville is, to hur. ap hire: 
ty could not take place without a renewal of the/ by quotations from the Bible. Of the character of |ry back to his auxious mamuia with all possible ex. oon 
state of health of mind and body, under which she} his lessons, the tendencies may be seen in certain | pedition, and never to stray out of the reach of her “2 
had sunk when her return to the United States first verses, to which he called his wife’s attention in a|apron strings again until she gives bim perinission = 
became necessary; and that, in the present stale ol | letter written in the month which followed her de- | to put off bis swaddling clothes. é pays 
her feelings and of her powers of future endurance, | parture for America, some of which are as follows: [N. Y. Evening Signal all | 
she could net perform to him the duties of a wife, 1 Corinthians, xi. 3, 8, 9, 11. fay — 
and therefore cannotreturn to him. 3d. But J would have you know that the head of REPORT ON THE FINANCES, ney 
These facts are clearly and cogently proved in every man is Christ, and the head of every woman |FROM THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY ON Dec 
the respondent’s answer by the published letters of /is the-man, and the head of Christ is God. THE STATE OF THE FINANCES. 
the parties and the testiinony of the witnesses. Out} 8th. For the man isnot of the woman, but the wo- Treasury department, Dec. 7, 1840. BS 
of his own mouth Mr. D’Hauteville is proved to be | man of the man. The undersigned respectfully submits to congress shove 
aselfish, priggish, bigoted, tyrannical and cold-{ 9th. Neither was the man created for the woman, { the iollowing report on the finances: public 
hearted young man, who has not been let loose froin | but the woman for the man. He has great pleasure in announcing that during close . 
ihe apron strings of his samma, and who had not llth. Nevertheless, neither is the man without | the present year the expenditures have been still fur- in the 
the heart or the soul to appreciate the excellencies | the woman, neither the wo:san wilhout the man, in | ther reduced; and, though the revenue has not proy- Pres 
of his young, beautiful and sell-sacrificing wife. | the Lord. ed so large as usual, all the public engagements nei 
he fellow appears to have been disappointed in re- Ephesians, v. 24 have been met with promptitude. diatel} 
gare to ihe pecuniary arrangements of the narriage,| ‘Therefore as the chureh is ‘subject unto Christ,; 1. The receipts and weans for 1340, exclusive of jr se 
lor be told his wile that he had excepted a much | 59 Jet the wives be to their own husbands in every | rusts and the post office, has been as follows: y 
larger suin, saying that he had been much sought af: | {hine. ” | The available balance in the treasu- yrs -% 
ler, and could have married the richest lady tr Swit. . at ere ry on the Ist of January, 1840, is clens 
zerland. ] Tim. ll. 1, 12, 13, 14. com suted t | ‘© bee Le? D416 749 00 lil. 
on g 11th. Let the woman learn in silence with all], “CMPUrEG fo Rave been sical al ands 
Che dominant fault of his character appears to]... fi : The data on which this conelusion —— 
have been morbid jealousy, not ihe offspring of af. ae - | ty ; , rests, connected with the actual Att 
fondle: GOK dalslnk tein as désize af eeeluaiveie un. th. But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to sisted steeeebiturlits 1600 ed or 
=e Saree 9g a yg ¥ 4?" | osurp authority over the man, but to be in silence eee on the ye 
propriating every thing to self, and a consequent pe r qe Fe ea Sen Feed Ey tt cha and with the unavailable condt- gel Je 
unwillingness to permit the most harmless and in- aay ye : ate Neg hehe rebegh "Pe wee ae tion of a portion of the public Pro 
nocent association with others. The mother and|_ /4. Aud Adam was not deceived. butthe wo-) 14; may be seen in the siate- waren 
etndae Se "19 : . an being deceived was tn the transgression. : ) vide 
sister Of Mrs. D’Hauteville were not exempt from oC S = Pe 2 inents annexed. onner 
this foolish jealousy. And here we take the oppor- 1 Peter, iii. 5, 6. ao, During the first three quarters of the ea 
tunity to remark, that throughout the whole of this Sth. For after this manner in the old time, the present year, the nett receipts 7 oe 
unhappy affair, Mrs. Sears, the mother of the respon- holy women also, who trusted nn God, adorned irom custoins were 10,689,884 758 P Nap 
deut, appears not only wholly blameless, but evi- themselves, being in subjection unto thelr own During the saine pe- the ge 
dently struggled, with all the earnestness of mater- | husbands, ; ' period the ree: ipts = - 
nal aifection and the patience aad the forbearance |, 6'h. Even as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling} fiom lands were 2,630,217 25 ir hac 
of a Christian matron, to heal the differences be- |!itn Lord; whose daughters ye are, as long as ye | Miscellaneous __re- neat: 
tween her son-in-law and daughter. Notwithstand- | 40 well, and are not afraid with any amazement, ceipts for the same rg: 
ing she was treated with inhospitable rudeness both We have given but few specimens of D’Haute- time 77,660 $8 at, 
by Mr. D’Hauteville and his worthy mamma, Mrs. ville’s unfeeling conduct, but can refer our readers | Potimated receipts Tet 
Sears appears tohave borne every thing unrepining- to the voluminous history of the case in this re- for the fourth goin 
ly for the sake of her child. port, with the assurance that they can not fail to quarter from ail ' ut 
Among those, upon whom Mr. D’Hauteville | "se from the p: rusal with no very great respect tor) these sources 3,800,600 60 be a | 
looked with an eye of especial jealousy, were his the qualities eliher of his head or his heart. wees eee fh 
Wite’s countrymen and countrywomen, the ac- he letters of Mrs, D’Hauteville, written as} phese make the aggregate of ordi- ca i 
quaintances ofher early days, whom they frequent. | ost of them were at the age of seventeen, con-]| nary receipts for the year $47,197,763 01 ed 
ly met during the winter and spring which followed | Y¢Y 2 most exalted idea of her character, her intel-| saq “(he estimat- pe 
her marriage, for whoin and whose customs he |lect, and ber superior worth. “Fheir simple and} eq receipts of Mii 
seemed, on all occasions, to entertain a strong dis- {Scere Style presents a remarkable contrast to the | prineipal and in- Hier gh 
like, the result of prejudices which he carefully | cold, artificial, canting letters of her husband, We terest in 1849, spi 
concealed before marriage. After the departure of | S@lect the following jetter froin Mrs. D’Hauteville | out of what was peers 
her farther from Europe, neither Mr. D’iHauteville |! her father, more for its brevity than its superiori- | dye from former hare 
hor any of his family who shared with him those pre. | tY to the other specimens of her correspondence: deposite banks, aie 
judices, were at any pains toconceal them. He | Hllen S. D’ Hauteville to her father, on his departure but not available vane? 
would not treat her countrymen of matured age, or} for America, written six days after her marriage: on the Ist of Jan. ei : 
her young friends whom they met, with common ‘* Hauteville, August 30. last $850,060 00 ae: | 
civility. On one occasion he received a letter from! ‘The time approaches, my dear father, when we} Add also the esti- de 
his wife’s eldest sister, a married lady, from whom | must separate, and I cannot bear the thought that mated receipts J “ 
she had been separated longer than from any other weeks and months must pass away before we may from the fourth ice 
member of her family, and to whom, at her own re- | meet again; for what shall L do without you? As bond of the Unit- pe ci 
quest, he had writlen about the time of their mar-|I see you leave us IL cannot but feel to the quick ed States bank 2,500,000 OO wi 
nage. - ‘This letter was her sister’s reply. It was | that beart-breaking feeling, that the cord is being | Do. froin the issue disct, 
the first intelligence received from her after her|severed which binds me to my bome, that Iam no | of treasury notes, to b ip 
marriage. She eagerly asked to see, and earnestly | longer, as it were, one of you, and that henceforth instead of others pice 
desired to readit. He refused to let her look at it,|I shall not be there to participate in your joys and redeemed 5,440,600 00 thin 
or to state whatit contained, giving nc reason what- | sorrows, as you have so sincerely done in mice. | : ao 
ever, except that he desired to keep his letters to; My dear father, from iny heart I thank you for your Aggregate from these additional all rs 
himself, and ke begged she would never ask to | unceasing kindness and sympathy in all that [have sources $8,790,000 00 qe 
see amy letters from any of her family to him.|suffered. Yon have often soothed my regrets, and meee | “ee: 
She shed tears of disappointment and besought him, | soltened the Litterness of heart, which has sometimes | This make the total means in 1840, as . : 
inevery mannertbat she could,to let her know/|stolen over ine. Do not believe that in future, 1] as ascertained and estimated 98 284,512 Of Aiud 
what her sister said, to which he only replied by | shall allow myself to give way to any of those feel- It is proper to remark, that about 70,000 o! the ised 
locking it up in his desk; she never saw tbe letter | ings which, now I atm sure you would disapprove. |sums computed to be received within the year, from mentee 
ugain. Oh, ho; on the contrary, 1 shall find iny happiness | the banks above described, have not yet been ascer- No) 
Mr. D’Hauteville’s ideas of the necessity of fe-|in endavoring to make that of Gonsalve, and I al- |tained to be paid; and if, contrary to expectations le & di 
male subjection to the mnore powerful sex, are wor-| ready feel that God will not leave me unrewarded. | there should be a failure to pay any part of them Ag | 
thy ef Blue Beard himself, and such as no one but | If, at times, | cannot prevent myself from looking | until next year, it will make a difference to that ex The 
atyranmt and a fool would a{tempt to enforce in this , back with sadness to the vacant seat which is left |tent in the preceeding resulls. sury y 
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Ii. The expenditures for 1840, exclusive of trusts 
and the post office, have been as follows: 





$4,118,218 64 
8,750,784 52 
4,620,316 35 


lomatic and miscellaneous 
For the same time, military 
For the same time, naval 
Estimates by this department 
(though higher by the others) for 
all expenses during the fourth 


quarter 5,000,000 00 


* 





These inake the aggregate of cnr- 
rent expenses, for the whole 
pear $22,489,349 

Add for funded debt and interest 
for that of the cities of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, during the 
year, ascertained and estimated 

Redemption of treasury notes, in- 
cluding principal and interest, as- 
certained during the first three 
uarters 

Estimate of notes that will be re- 
deemed in the fourth quarter 


or 
— 


~~ 


100,000 00 


3,629,206 61 


425,000 00 








This will make the aggregate of 
ayments of or expenditures of 
all kinds 

Leaving an available balance of mo- 
ney inthe treasury on the 3ist > 
Dec. 1840, computed to be 1,599,855 89 


—— 


$26,648,655 12 





$23,254,512 O1 

The fands on hand, considered not available for 

ublic purposes, at the coinmencement as well as 
close of the present year, are described particularly 
in the statement annexed. 

Previous to the close of the year, should congress 
pass any new appropriations which may be imme- 
diately expended, an additional charge to that ex- 
tent will thus be imposed on 1840; and if amonnting 
toany considerable suin,it might prudently be ac- 
companied by some provision of new means suffi- 
cient for its payment. 

IIT. The condition of the public debt next de- 
mands consideration. 

Anextibit of the particulars of it, whether fund- | 
ed or unfunded, and of the payments made within 
the year on account of both, is annexed. 

Probably none of the former kind of debt exists 
which is due, except what has been forgotten, or the 
evidence of it misiaid, as all ever claimed, whether 
incurred in the revolution, orsince, bas been prompt- 
ly discharged. It is fortunate that no new debtofa 
permanent character has been recently created by 
the general government; and the undersigned, for 
reasons formerly explained, which need not be here 
repeated, has uniformly considered it sound policy 
hever toincurone in time of peace, But it will) 
be recollected that congress, by an act passed inj 
May, 1836, engaged, under special conditions, to| 
nake payment of a debt due froin the cities of the | 
District of Columbia to certain individuals abroad. | 

The principal amounted of £ 1,500,000, and was | 
to be peid in yearly instalments of $60,000 each, | 
beginning the Ist of January, 1841. But the inte- | 
rest Was payable quarterly, and, during the last| 
four years, has beeu regularly discharged by the! 
treasury. 

Within the past year, notice has been received | 
lrom the agent of the creditors that payment of the | 
first and subsequent instalments of tbe principal is 
desired to ba made, when due, with punctuality. T'o 
insure a compliance with that wish, it wiil be neces- | 
sary, besides meeting the interest quarterly, to ad- | 
Vaice $60,000 of the princtpal at the commence- | 
nent of the ensuing year, and the residue must be! 
paid, in like amounts, annually hereafter, till the | 








’ 
‘ 
' 
’ 
‘ 


Whole 13 discharged. 

, assigned to seenre these pay 
Menis can, by the terins of the agreement, be sol 
toaidin reimbursing them. But,in the first in- 
Stance, the money is to be taken from the treasury, | 
under existing laws, which appropriate sufficient to | 
discharge all outstanding debts; and a sale, if able! 
to be nade afterwards, must probably be at a great | 
sacrifice, Congr: $s, may therefore, in its wisdoin, | 
think further legislation on the subject expedient. | 

This is all the funded debt not due, and likewise 
all of it not paid, except as, before explained, the 
liconsiderable portions never yet demanded. 

In respect to the unfunded debt: such small parts 
a8 Were created previous to 1837, and still remain 
Nisatisfied, must, it is presumed, be in that condition 
Sone accident, which has prevented a request fo be | 
Inade for payment, 

Nor has any of it, which was incurred since, fal- 
€n due, without being discharged whenever claim- 
ed, és 4 

Phe whole balanee of the four emissions of trea- 
Sury notes made sinee October, 1837, which was 


at 
it 


—~— 


— 





lextraordinary occurrence of 


Ta 
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outstanding on the Ist insfant, amounted only to 
$4,433,823. This is but $1,675,488 more than at 
the close of 1839, notwithstanding the great decline 
inour revenue since, and the unexpectedly larze 
expenditures of old appropriations connected with 
the Florida war, and the further adjustment of claims 
in behalf of Indians. 

Had these events not happened, less even than 
that amount of nctes would have been issued, and 
the treasury might, with ease, have redeemed with- 
inthe year ali that were outstanding. 

It could have done the same, also, with most of 
them, had cougress, at the last session, passed the 
declaratory act concerning the tariff, modified the 
system of drawbacks to correspond with existing 
duties, and adopted the propositions made for gra- 
dnating the price of the public lands, as well as 
forming new land districts. 

It must be gratifying to learn, however, that 
though incommoded by the failure of those mea- 
sures,and the unexpected circumstances before enu- 
merated, the departinent bas been enabled, by other 
means under its control, to redeem every note pre- 
sented, and to pay, with punctuality, all debts that 
have fallen due. 

The credit of the general government has thus 
been preserved so high, that, instead of sacrificing 
iis securities at large discounts, as in this and fo- 
reign nations some have been compelled to do with 
public stocks, the treasury notes have continued at 
par during the year, though never bearing an inte- 
rest higher than 5 2.5 percent.and subject even to 
the stoppage of that, alter sixty days’ notice. 

In fine, on a review of the whole subject, our si- 
tuation respecting a public debt of any kind will be 
found a most favored one. Regarded as an indica- 
tion either of the good state of the national credit, or 
of the ample resources of the general government, or 
the discreet legislation relative to its fiscal concerns, 
it will be difficult to discover many eras more pros- 
perous in these respects, whether in the annals of 
this or any other country. 

IV. The exports and imports within the year end- | 
ing September 30, 1840, exhibit several striking pe- 
culiarities. While the foreign commerce of the 
country constitutes the chief basis of the revenue 
of the general government, and is indicative of the 
extent of our surplus produce, the statistical returns 
in relation to the subject must excite constant at- 
tenfion among statesmen and political economists, 
as well as merchants. 

The exports during the year are computed to 
have been $$131,571,950. This amount is quite 
$10,513,534 more than in 1839, notwithstanding the 
reduced price of some of our great staples, and is 
larger than ever existed before in our history. 





| 


ne 


debted abroad; in part on ordinary mercantile credit, 
but chiefly on stocks of corporations and states. 

To meet what would soon be due for interest 
alone, it was then supposed would require twelve 
or thirteen millions of the exports; and which, in 
that event, would of course furnish no returns in 
Imports. The same result must follow yearly, till 
the old stocks are redeemed, unless new ones can, 
for some time longer, be sold; and the difficulty be 
thus deferred, though merely at the expense of in- 
creasing the whole ultimate indebtedness. 

But it is a source of great satisfaction to witness 
the indications which the unprecedented amount of 
exports, during the last four years, has given of the 
continued prosperity of the country. 

Notwithstanding some depressions in particular 
branches of business, or in particular places, the 
general prosperity has been such as to create a large 
surplus of products, and to enable us to send abroad 
iminense and increased values of them, however 
great the complaints have been as to low prices. 

These official records are some of the most au- 
thentie tests of truth, amidst contradictory conjec- 
tures on topics like these. They show that we have 
been able to spare, in exports of domestic produc- 
tions during the last four years, quite $408,894,743 
in value; which in no previous term of that length, 
since the adoption of the constitution, have they 
exceeded $359,447,622. Except in the last two 
series of four years, they have never gone beyond 
$239,576,748; or, not two-thirds as high as froin 
1837 to 1840. The whole tonnage of the country 
has also advanced within the four years past, more 
than 20,000 tons. 

Seldom, indeed, if ever, has the navigating in- 
terest, one of the great exponents of our wealth and 
increased commerce, been so prosperous as within 
the last twelve months. 

It is true that a portion of the increase in exports 
may be attributable to some alteration in the habits 
of the community, not connected with additional 
wealth. 

The disposition in families to rely less on their 
own resources, and obtain more by means of mer- 
cantile exchanges abroad as well as at home, has, 
without doubt, grown more rapidly of late years 
than formerly, and tended to augment both the ira- 
ports and exports beyond what the real increase in 
the amount of products would indicate. Yet the 
great excess of exports during the last few years, 
over those of previous times, cannot all have arisen 


| from these circumstances, Granting, however, that 


some of it has, the consequences to that extent, and 
in another view of the subject, are not so well cai- 
culated to excite gratification. The increased de- 
pendence which the change of habits, in selling and 





Of the whole exports, only $17,809,333 were of | 
This left those of domestic origin | 


foreign origin. 


o- 


at $113,762,617, being $6,845,937 more than inany | 


previous year. 
he imports during 1840 were about 104,805,891 
doiiars. This shows the great falling off from the 
previous year of $$57,286,241. 
wise, the principal explanation of the extraordinary | 
diminution which bas occurred in the revenue froin | 
ecnstoms; a diminution, however, which has been 
caused in part, by evasions of the laws, new judi- 
cial constructions jeft uncorrected, and the payment | 
of too larze sums for bounties and drawbacks, under | 
an omission in the existing tariff to reduce them in 
aratio equal to the reduction going on in the duties. | 
The difference between onr exports and imports | 
has usually been in favor of the latter. Several | 
years ago itranged that way about seven millions | 
of dollars annually; but of late, the average has 
risen to near twenty millions antually; the excess 
§ even, $61,316,995, 


of imports having been, In 183 
But during 1849, the 
‘ 


and in 1839, $41,063,710. r 
reverse tn this state 
of things has taken place. Such a cireuinstance as 


| the exports at all exceeding the imports, is believed 
ito have happened previously only six times since | 

; . | : : + gs _ {a 
calls of the different departments, they are lixely to 


. ' 
the constitution was adopted; and then, never toan 


extent beyond $7,916,815. Now, however, with- | 
out any inflation, and in some important articles! 
under a contraction of prices, the excess of exports | 
is not only more than ever was known before, but} 
guite threefold greater, being computed to equal | 
$26,766,059. 

This excess having failed to produce the usual | 
corresponding increase of imports, but, on the con. | 
trary, having been accompanied by a diminution, 
never previousiy eqnalled in amonnt, except under | 
the influence of the embargo in 1808, the whole mat- 
ter furnishes another proof of the hazardous flucta- 
alions in the chief source of our preseut revenne, 


° 3% . %.39 ats , 
which congress has been requested so repeatedly to 


guard against by soine permanent provision. acs 
itis also a strong illustration of the probability 
of the conjecture expressed in the last annual re- 


nor!, that the country had become alormingly in 





It furnishes, like- | 


buying so much more of what is consumed, has oc- 
casioned between different countries and those en- 
gaged in different avocation, as well as the increased 
icredit thus demanded throngh many new ramifica- 
| tions, and the greater subjection thus produced of al- 
| most every pursuit to the evils attendant on fluctua- 

tions in prices, on bank expansions, and revulsions in 
cominerce, have probably exercised an influence on 
the events of the last four years not inconsiderabie 
nor salutary. Combined with other causes, they 


' must certainly bave tended to effect a wide and uu- 


favorable alteration in public manners; and may, ip 


time, inflict an injury onthe morals and character of 
ithe nation, which will more than cor ance all 
the nation, which will more than counterbalance 


the gains in wealth. 
V. The estimates of the receipts and expendi 
tures for 1841 next demanded attention. 


Ihe actual receipts and expenditures in that year 


'can, of course, be so regulated by congress, through 
new legislation, as to reach nearly any amount i! 


may deem proper. But the undersigned can neither 
increase nor diminish them; though a duty is de- 
volved on him, in respect to the subject, while at 
the head of the treasury, which he now proceeds to 


tina 


perform, of presenting some opinion concerning ¢ 
amounts to which, under the existing laws, and the 


attain. 

He will further suggest any general changes 
which appear to him expedient, as well as any new 
means deemed necessary fo meet all the burdens, 
which, it is apprehended, may be imposed. 

The estimates for the ordinary receipts and ex- 
penditures in the ensuing year differ some millions 
from what will be actually received and expended 
in the present one. 

It is calculated, however, that the difference will 


be what is always most desirable—some increase of 
the receipts, and a further di:ninulion of the expen- 
| ditures, 


The estimates for the latter, in the present year, 
were made less than those of 1839; and the results 
have corresponded. Indeed, it is a cause of much 
gratification that the expectations heretofore che- 
rished, of materially reducing the public burdens, 
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On the Ist of July afterwards, at least two mil-{ ready erected. A suitable change in the appropria- 


jions 


- * : 
aking an aggregate, in six months, of quite five | 
macing if the imports then should not differ | 


millions. 


and a half more of duties will be removed; | tion on that subject is therefore respectfully recom- 


mended. 
A provision is needed likewise in case of vacan- 


much from those in 1333, this would leave an in-| cies, from any cause whatever, in the offices of re- 


cleven millions of dollars yearly. It will therefore 


be necessary to make corresponding reductions in 
the expenditures of 1842, or seasonably provide 
otherwise, In some permanent manner, to supply 
ny wants likely to happen from this canse. 
Should congress conclude that such reduction in 
the expenditures cannot properly be made, and that 
the imports for 1842 will not increase beyond those 
in 1838, the amount of the deficiency would, in 
those events, probably differ but little from five 
inillions. Such a deficiency would, under these 
circumstances, be likely to become permanent, and 
may be considered the first of that character which 
will occur under the tariff act of 1833. 

The idea that such a deficiency in time of peace 
ought to be supplied by issue of treasury notes, or 
by a loan, has never been entertained by the under- 
signed. Norcan it be countenanced by any sound 
principles either of finance or polilical economy. 
The inquiry then recurs, what other mode would be 
more elivible? When we possessed an extraordina- 


a 


ry surplus, it was considered prudent by congress | 


to make deposites with the states, with a view to 
be returned in an exigency, rather than to invest a 
portion of it safely and productively, so as to be 
realized in such anevent. It would therefore be 
consistent with that arrangement to recall, in 1842, 
such part of the surplus as may be then needed. 

That course, however, appears not very likely to 
be adopted, since the former power given to this 
department to recall these deposites has been taken 
away by congress. 

Another practicable mode would be to resort to 
direct taxes. 


most of our population, that its adoption is not to 
be anticipated. Some other permanent resource 
must then be looked to. 
rest between the large reduction of expenditures, 
with the other accompanying measures before spe- 
cified, and some extensive modification of the 
present tariff. Explanations have heretofore been 


given by the undersigned in favor of the former 


course; and it would probably prove sufficient to 
meet the emergency, if the reduction be pushed 
vigorously, and especially if the imports after 1841 
shall exceed those in 1938 which is regarded as 
probable. 
' But congress may not coincide with him in 
opinion on these points, and, for covering the contin- 
gency, may consider the adoption of some perina- 
nent change in the tariff as preferable, and as not 
tno early at the present session, to give full notice 
of its character, before going into operation, in order 
that different interests most affected by it shall have 
time to become gradually adjusted to ils provisions. 

In that event, it might be supposed that the un- 
dersigned had avoided due responsibility, and a 
timely discharge of duty, if he were not prepared 
to offer some views concerning the details, as well 
as general principles, which he deems applicable to 
such a change. He has therefore examined the 
subject, and is ready to present the result at any 
moment if either house of congress shall express a 
wish to that effect. But he refrains from submit- 
ting them without a special request, because some 
doubt exists, ander circuinstances which can be 
properly appreciated, as to the delicacy of his dis- 
cussing a measure at this time, which the legis- 
lature may not consider it necessary to act on tilla 
new congress assembles. 

Vill. The mode of keeping the public money 
recently established by congress, has thus far an- 
swered the expectations of this department. 


The numerous labors, perplexities and delays of 
putting a new system into operation,’ have been 


inostly overcome, and no losses whatever are known 
o have occurred under it. 

_ Some of the provisions in the law are deemed ob- 
jectionable in their details, and are respectfully re- 
commended to congress for revision. But they are 
not supposed to allect in the slightest degree any 
principle involved in the measure. 

Thus, the ordinary clerks authorised are numer. 
bus enough, yet a principal one is needed at New 
York city, with such compensation as is usual ata 
place of so large and important business. 

On full inguiry, it has been found also tbat no 


site could probably be purchased for the erection of 


in office at St. Louis, which would be more suita- 
ble than a lot now owned by the United States; and 
itmay be, under a further examination which is in 
progress, that uo new building could be erected on 
that site, which would prove more economical and 


from them, not probably exceeding ten or | 


ceivers general and treasurers. One has formerly 
been asked in relation to collectors of the customs, 
in case of removals and expirations of the terms of 
office, to prevent an interregnuin in the discharge 
of the duties. This might properly be adopted as 
to them, and extended to receivers general and the 
treasurer of the United States, as weil as of the mint 
and its branches, in all instances whatever of va- 
vancy or temporary inability of the principal.— 
Perhaps the least objectionable mode to effect this 
object would be, to direct that the chief clerk of all 
these officers should, in such cases, and where no 
other legal provisions now exists, be authorised and 
required to discharge these duties, at the risk and 
under the responsibility of the principal and his se- 
curities, till the vacancy is filled, or the disability 
removed. 

In consequence of some defects in the phraseolo- 
gy of the penal parts of the act, a new clause ex- 
tending them to all disbursing officers of every cha- 
racter under the general government would be ju- 
dicious. A further provision also, respecting the 
places of deposite, by disbursing officers, of money 
not in the treasury, but drawn out and put into their 
hands for making payments, appears necessary. 

The keeping of such money is now regulated by 
the act of 3d of March, 1809; and if it is intended to 
bring it within the operation of the late law as to 
money in the treasury, it seems proper to do so by 
an explicit enactment. 

The section requiring disbursing officers to sell 
their drafts for specie alone, though certain propor- 





But this is so unsuited to the gene- | 
ral habits, and so uncongenial to the opinions of 


The choice will probably | 





tions of paper are allowed to be received for all 
public dues, appears not to be in symmetry with 
those other provisions. The general influence of 
the present systein is believed to have been thus far 
salutary. The true standard of value has been ren- 
dered more familiar, confidence has been increased in 
its stability, prices have gradualty risen, business im- 
proved, and exchanges altered greatly lor the better. 

If something has been or may be lost in conveni- 
ence, (which is not unlikely), by the increasing 
disuse of a papercurrency for public payments, 
inuch more will probably be gained by the circum. 
stances before enumerated, as well as by the greater 
security in the use of specie, the more stable value 
imparted by the present system to property and la- 
bor, and the strong check establisbed by it, not only 
against defalcatious, but against bank expansions, 
excessive speculations and commercial fluctuation. 

Even any inconvenience attending this change it 
the currency used, if found particularly embarrass- 
ing can be overcome hereafter, and the system still 
maintained, should congress feel disposed to adopt 
the measure which was suggested for that purpose 
by the undersigned in September, 1837. 

Such a measure would often furnish every advan- 
‘tage of a circulating medium, easy of transportation, 
of the highest possible credit, and at the same time 
requiring an eqnal amonnt of specie to be employ- 
ed, (though in deposite), and without subjecting 





‘any of the fiscal affairs of the government to that 


legal dependence on corporations for their manage- 
| ment, which is so objectionable in many respects, 
/as never to have been attempted in the management 
of any of its other affairs, civil or military. 

The topics of the condition of the banks of the 
union: the state of the currency; the proper places 
of deposite for the public funds and other matters 
immediately connected with them have engrossed a 
considerable portion of the annual reports from this 
department for several years. 

But the keeping of the money in the treasury be- 
ing now separated from the banks, and the kind of 
money to be received and paid out fixed by new le- 
| gal provisions, it is not considered material at this 
time further to discuss these matters, than to sub- 
mit the general remarks which will be found at the 
close of this communication. 

1X. Some miscellaneous topics connected with 
the finances deserve a brief notice. 

The various measures heretofore recommended 
to congress by the undersigned, and which have not 
yet veen finally acted on, are again respectfully re- 
called to its attention. 

Without recapitulating them, it will be found, on 
a reference to former reports, that many of the sub- 
jects possess much importance in a fiscal view, and 
every year’s experience has strengthened the con- 
viction of the usefulness of early action upon them. 

It affords me pleasure to state that since the last 
session, the Neapolitan government, under its treaty 
of indemnity, has paid promptly another instalment, 








which this department has been enabled to have re- 
mitted home early, and distributed among the claim- 


convenient, than one which can be purchased al- | ants. 
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The situation of the general land office and its 
operations within the year, will be submitted se- 
parately in a few days. 

Six old land districts have been recently discon- 
tinued, under the act of June 12, 1840. It is be- 
lieved that some others might ecouomicaily and 
usefully be abolished by congress, though not com- 
ing within the provisions of that law. Such is the 
office at Greensburg, Louisiana. One district in 
Indiana, including the capital of the state, is 
thought, from its peculiar position, require special 
legislation to exempt it from the operation of the 
late act. 

This occasion is taken, also, to renew the recom: 
mendations, before presented by this department to 
congress and the appropriate committees, for the 
discontinuance of certain officers now employed in 
the collection of duties, whose further services, it 
has been believed, could be safely dispensed with, 
in consequence of the reduction in business of late 
years at the different places where they are station- 
ed. ‘They include some collectors and naval offi- 
cers, and several surveyors, amounting in all to 
eighteen, but whose offices cannot be abolished 
without new levislation. 

All the subordinate custom house officers, which 
it is competent for this department, without such 
legislation, to dispense with, and whose situations 
was in other respects similar, have already been 
discontinued including within two years, more than 
filty officers, and, besides those, five vessels and 
boats, with nearly one hundred men, in the cutter 
service. In about forty other cases, the compensa- 
tion of officers and light house keepers has been re- 
duced. 

X. In closing this last annual report of the under- 
signed, it may be expected that he would advert, 
fora moment, to the general character of some of 
our financial operations during the period of his 
connection with the treasury department. 

Though employed in different executive offices 
nearly ten years, he has been connected with the 
treasury only from six to seven of therm. 

During this term there has occurred much: fo 
evince the great fiscal power, as well as prosperity 
ofthe union. Some reverses have, at times, over- 
taken the rashness displayed by parts of the coin- 
munity in certain branches of business, and have 
extended their adverse influences to the revenue 
dependent upon them. But the period and the 
country, as a whole, have been almost unexampled 
in prosperous developments. 

Thus, in respect to our receipts. Notwithstand- 
ing the unusual revulsionus in imports on two oc- 
casions, so sensiby lessening the revenue; notwith- 
standing any losses sustained in those crisis, by 
the government, through officers, banks or mer- 
chants; and notwithstanding the biennial reduction 
in the duties, which has by law been constantly 
going on, as well as the remission of several mil- 
lions to rail road corporations, and under new judi- 
cial constructions; yet our condition has been so 
flourishing, as to yielda revenue during that lime 
sufficient, afterall those deductions, to accomplish 
the following important results. It has enabled the 
treasury to meet the current expenditures of the 
governinent, as well as the extraordinary ones by 
Indian wars, treaties, and other costly measures, 
and, without imposing any new taxes, or higher 
tariff, and without any new funded debt whatever, 
but extingushing considerable remains of the oli 
‘one, and paying the interest on that assumed for 
this District, to save the unprecedented surplus of 
more than twenty-eight millions of dollars, and 
deposite the same with the states for safe keeping 
till needed by the general government. 

The only permanent aid in effecting this, beyond 
the receipts from ordinary sources, has been the 
\debt due from the U. States bank, of about eight 
| millions, and the treasury notes now outstanding, 
equal to nearly four and a half millions. But dur- 
ing that period, a sum not far from the first amount 
has been applied to the discharge of the principal 
and interest of the old funded debt; so that, towards 
the payment of all other expenses, only between 
four and five millions, beyond what was temporary, 
and what has already been refunded or adjusted, 
have been received from any extraneous source 
whatever. 

It follows, therefore, that the current revenue, 
‘notwithstanding all reductions, has been adequate 
|to defray both the ordinary and extraordinary de- 
mands, and, after taking from what is deposited 
with the states, sufficient to extinguish every kind 
of indebtedness created on account of the general 
igovernment during the same period, to leave on 
ihand the large balance of nearly twenty-four mil- 
lions. 

It is true that the available sums in the treasury 
at the commencement and the close of the period 
| in question will probably prove different in anount; 
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but if made equal,a surplus would still be left, 
which is likely to exceed seventeen or eighteen 
millions of dollars. 

Besides this recorded evidence of the prosperity 
of the country and the fiscal ability of the general 
government in those years, it is gratifying, amidst 
many misapprehensions concerning the subject, to 
reflect on another circumstance connected with our 
financial operations, which has also become matter 
of history. It is this: Though destitute of the aid 
of a United States bank asa fiscal agent during 
that period, and baffled by various unremedied im- 
perfections in the laws connected witii the finances, 
as well as embarrassed by two suspensions of 
specie payments by many of the state banks—one 
still continuing; yet the treasury has been able to 
make its vast collections, transfers and payments, 
with promptitude, and in most cases with specie 
or ifs equivalent. 

Some correct judgment can be formed of the 
extent and difficulty of these operations, when it 
is recollected that the whole sums which have thus 
been collected, without deducting fractions, added 
to those sums which have been paid over chiefly 
by another class of oflicers, have exceeded the ex- 
traordinary aggregate of 360,000,000, and been 
dispersed over a territory of nearly two million 
square miles in extent. It is, moreover, ascertain- 
ed that the whole losses within the same time by 
defaults, large and small, and in all kinds of offices, 
will probably not equal half of one per cent. on 
that amount; and however official delinquencies 
may, in some cases, have inevitably been aggravat- 
ed by the unprecedented speculations of the times, 
and by great revulsions and failures among banks 
and individuals, those losses will not be one-fourth 
so large, in proportion to the amounts, collected 
and paid, as in some previous terms, when the sys- 
tem under a United States bank was in full opera- 
tion. 

A few words may be proper as to the expendi- 
tures during the same period. Though they were 
of necessity augmented by some of the circum- 
stances before mentioned, two Indian treaties only, 
out of a large number, having already involved us 
in the expense of nearly twenty-three millions of 
dollars; yet the aggregate of all has been much re- 
duced since the infliences of those causes and the 
impulses of an overflowing treasury have diminish- 
ed. The expenditures have fallen yearly since 
1837, till they are now only twenty-two and a half 
millions independent of any debt and trusts, and are 
supposed to be in progress to a still lower amount. 

The undersigned has earnestly urged a more ra- 
pid reduction. He has considered the great safe- 

guard against a two splendid central government, 
which would constantly threaten to overshadow all 
state independence, and attract the ambition of 
most of the friends of state rights from humbler 
paths of frugality and principle into the dazzling 
vortex of higher patronage, honors and emolu- 
ments. While the stitaulants to excesses shall con- 
tinue to lessen, nothing will be necessary to insure 
the further success of an economical policy, but 
perseverance in retrenchments, wherever they are 
practicable without injury to the public interests. 
The removals of Indians being mostly finished, and 
the chief causes of frontier wars extingushed, un- 
less new objects of expenditure be selected, or a 
great enlargement given to some already existing, 
the whole amount must, of necessity, contract 
hereafter very rapidly. The same result will be 
further promoted by the deaths of pensioners, in- 
ereasing through advanced age, and the comple. 
tion of many public works, as well as by persisting 
im a firm policy to avoid the wastefui expense of 
unnecessary foreign collisions, and to refrain from 
those lavish expenditures for certain domestie ob- 
jects, over which the jurisdiction of the general g0- 
verninent is ofien questionable, and which always 
open the widest door to extravagance, favoritisin 
and corruption. 

One of the greatest evils to the public service, 
as well as to the securily of private business, dur- 


ing a part of the above period, has consisted in the | 


fluctuations to which both have been subjected. 

With only asingle year intervening, and without 
any material change in the tari, or any whatever 
in the price of the public lands, we have seen the 
revenue from ordinary sources suddenly vary from 
nearly fifty millions annually to eighteen; and, on 
two occasions since, vibrate to the extraordinary 
extent of yearly eight and eleven millions. 

The transactions of individuals upon which our 
revenue depends, must, of course, have underzone 
an unusual change at the same time. rc 

The imports fell within two years, in the case 
first referred to, from near one hundred and ninety 
inillions to one bundred and fourteen; and in tise 
single year just passed, fell alinest sixty millions. 
Such inflations and contractions must be destruc- 





tive of all confidence in caleulations for the future, 
while the causes of them shall continue to operate 
unremedied, 

What were those causes? 

They will be found to have been chiefly connect- 
ed with the abuses of banking. On the occasion 
first referred to, they were the superabundance of a 
fictitious medium of circulation, with the attendant 
overtrading and speculations in 18386, and the con- 
sequent suspensions of specie payments in 1887, as 
well as the disasters and scarcity of any medium 
till the latter part of A. D. 1838. Then another 
expansion commenced, extending into 1839, and 
accompanied by another increase in imports of 
nearly filty millions, which ended again in the con- 
tractions by banks, suspensions and commercial 
reverses, which have suddenly reduced the imports 
of 1840 more than one-third, and in many places 
augmented seriously the embarrassmeuts before 
existing from similar vacillations in the paper cur- 
rencey. 

How far some imprudences abroad, at the same 
time, similar to these, though inaconntry enjoying 
any advantages which can result from a national 
bank, may have augmented the evils here, by means 
of the intimate moneyed relations between us, need 
not now be discussed, though probably their influ- 
ences was large and unfavorable. 

The causes first named were, likewise, in full 
operation here in 1816 and 1817, and were suceed- 
ed by many of the same deplorable consequences 
in 1819 and 1820. Qune foliowed the other as in- 
evifably as the ebb of the tide succeeds its flood. 

The great principles of trade can never be long 
violated with impunity; and any fictitious or un- 
natural excess of credit soon ends in revulsions, as 
the essence of legitimate commerce consists in an 
exchange of values for each other, or of values for 
what truly represents values, and can be readily 
converted into them. 

All business otherwise becomes a mere game of 
hazard; speculation must enter into every affair of 
life; riches and poverty will be dependent on the 
merest bubbles; prices will change oftener than the 
wind, regularity in receipts and expenditures be 
impossible; estimates for the future, whether in 
public or private matlers, become mere conjectures; 
tariff require yearly alteration to ineet the fluctua- 
tions of business; and the community be kept under 
the constant excitement and depression of the hot; 
and cold fits of a violent fever. 

The first remedy sought in 1816 by the establish- 
ment of a national bank, was supposed, during a 
few ensuing years, to have aggravated those evils; 
and the next remedy, adopted in 1824 by a high 
tariff, did not prevent the low prices and bankrupt- 
ciesof 1825, which covered the coun‘ry with wrecks 
and ruin. 

Undoubtedly, the best relief on such occasions is 
to be found in removing the cause of the disease. 
So far as regards the general governinent, this was 
attempted in 1837, and since, by gradually with- 
drawing froin the use of banks and their paper in 
its fiscal operations, so as neither to stimulate nor 
contract their issues by other influences than ordi- 
nary business; and by urging on those, who inight 
find their employment sometimes useful, a closer 
regard in doing it, to the safe and sober influences 
of the universal laws of trade, as well as an inflexi- 
ble adherence to the constitutional standard ol 
value. 

While the general government shall continue to 
pursue such a course, it will mitigate and check the 
evils which others produce, aud which they alone, 
nnder the limitations in the constitution, are able 
entirely to remove. At all events, it will faithfully 
perform a momentous duty, and exhibit a useful ex- 
ample for imitation. 

In a period of peace and comparative exemption 
from public debt, as well as from serious difficulty 
in financial operations, it would hardly seem proper 
to attempt more by assumptions of doubtful powers, 
and by forced constructions in favor of measures by 
no ineans certain, if adopted, not to aggravate rather 
than diminish existing evils, and not to produce 
others of a character still more dangerous, Much 
less can it be eonsidered respectful either to state 








rights or the people, and certainly not competent, 
in the opinion of the undersigned, to exercise such 
powers by creating moneyed corporations among 
them, which many of their number have repeatediy 
denonneed ag unconstitutional, and the authority to 
establish which was originally refused rather than 
confided to the general government by the people 
and the states that formed it. Bat some other 
powers expressly conferred can, without question, 
be exercised further than has yet been done by 


| congress, and in such a manner as to produce very 


tion, and prevent the states from continuing to ex 
ercise all the legitimate authority they now posses, 
as to banks and debts, however much it may be re. 
gretted that public opinion has not yet run with more 
strength against the abuses of both, and led to the;, 


a 


prompt correction. It is not proposed at this tim, 
to go into the consideration of farther details o, 
these points. But the danger to be guarded agains, 
now, seems to be rather of an opposite characte, 
from that of overaction by the general governineps 
in the exercise of its express powers. On the coy. 
trary, apprehensions exist that it may not continy, 
firm in the support of all which has already beey 
accomplished in connection with the currency, Jr 
it should not, and should thus not aid to correct in 
any degree the rashness of many to force somethips 
like a formidable steam power into all kinds of br. 
siness, without due guards to prevent constant and 
fatal explosions, myriads of individuals, as well as 
some corporations and states, are likely to be over. 
whelmed in still wider ruin, and will ere long pro- 
bably look to no escape except the application of 
the sponge of a general bankrupt law to all private 
liabilities, and the unconstitutional assumption of 
the public ones by the general governinent, so as to 
tax oppressively those portions of the community 
who have any thing left to pay for the losses ani 
follies of the rest. 

A remedy which has been adverted to by some, 
and which consists in the creation of more credit, 
to cure the mischief of an existing excess of eredit, 
or the formation of Jarger banks with like power of 
abuses, in order tocorrectsmailer ones, must usual. 
ly aggravate the evil; and therefore where it is free 
from constitutional objections, may, in point of ex- 
pediency alone, well be discountenanced. 

A plan of free banking, adopted by the states, 
properly guarded and secured by provisions similar 
to those recommended by the undersigned as long 
as 1836, with such others as reflection and experi- 
ence may sanction, appears far preferable. But, 
independent of that, no changes in the present sys- 
tem, as to banks, seem worthy of strenuous exer. 
tions, xcept those whose direct object shall be to 
make safer, fo restrict, control and regulate better 
the institutions that already exist rather than to in- 
corporate more. Above all, should public efforis 
be directed to strengthen the certainty of prompt 
specie payments as to all notes out, and of a nearer 
approach to uniformity in the amount of issues in 
similar states of trade; and of specie on hand, in- 
stead of multiplying them for speculation or cupidi- 
ty, and thus keeping up a succession of expansions 
and contractions, which wiil only inflame the ex- 
isting disorders, and render the continuance of great 
fluctuations in all public as well as private affairs 
unavoidable, endless and rninous. With mueh re- 
spect, LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of treasury. 
To the president of the senate of tne U. 8S. 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE 
NAVY. 
Navy Depariment, Dec. 5th, 1840. 

Srr: In the performance of a duty annually de- 
volving on this department, I respectfully subsnit the 
following report: 

The squadron in the Mediterranean remains the 
game as it was at the date of my last report, and 
consists of the Ohio 74, the Brandywine (first class 
frigate), and the Cyane sloop of war, the whole 
under the ceinmand of commodore [saae Hull. This 
force bas been found fully adequate to the protection 
of our ecommerce, Which has remained unmolested 
in that quarter. aes 

The sgundron on the Pacific station is compose 
of the frigate Constitution, the sloop of war St. Louis 
and the scheoner Shark, under commodore Claxton. 
Since the date of the last report, the schooner En- 
terprise, then on her way home, and the sloops o! 
war Lexington and Falmouth, whieh has been at 
rected to return, have arrived in the United States, 
and have been replaced by the sloops Yorktown and 
Dale, now on the eve of sailing for the Pacific. ‘4 he 
squadron, when joined by these vessels, will consist 
of a frigate of the first class, three sloops of war and 
a schooner. Commodore Claxton has been directed 
to despatch the Yorktown on a cruise to the Sand- 
wich and Society Islands, New Zealand, the coast 
of Japan, the Gult of California, and the Ladrones a0! 
Marquesas, for the general protection of our W baling 
interests and other commercial purposes. 

The squadron on the coast of Brazil, under com: 
modore J. B. Nicholson, at the date of my last re 
poit, was composed of the razee Independence, ani 
the sloops of war Fairfield and Marion, The tw 
former have returned to the United States, como 
dore Nichclson having been relieved in the comil and 








of that station by commodore Charles G. Ridgety: 
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beneficial consequences upon the currevey. Still,| whose foree now consists of the Potomac, first clare 


it is hoped they will never be pushed so as to tres- 
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| lieutenant Glynn, and it is expected that the depart-] This scarcity of seamen for the uses of the navy 


—— = 
the French government and that of the Argentine 


republic still subsisting, and the blockade continuing 
«9 be rigidly enforced, it has been thought expedient 
to augment this force, and the sloop of war Concord | 
js now on the eve of sailing for that purpose. 

The squadron employed in the Gulf of Mexico 
and the West Indies, under commodore William B. 
Shubrick, at the date of my last paper, consisted of 
tne frigate Macedonian, and the sloops of war On- 
tario, Erie, Warren and Levant. ‘The Ontario has 
peen ordered to the north for repairs, and the Erie, 
being found unfit for service, has been detached from 
the squadron. The remaining vessels, with the ex- 
ception of the Warren, were directed to ieave the 
station during the hurricane months, and proceed to 
the north. Commodore Shubrick accordingly left 
Pensacola in July last, with the Macedonian, Le- 
vant and Erie, and arrived at Boston in Augusi.— 
Thence he proceeded to Eastport, and on his return 
yisited the principal ports on the coast as far south 
a3; Norfulk, where, in conformity with his instrue- 
tions from the department, he delivered the com- 
mand of the West India squadron to comimodore 
Jesse Wilkinson, who had been appointed to relieve 
him, and who has proceeded to his station. The 
command of commodore Wilkinson now consists of 
{he Macedonian frigate, and the sloops of war Le- 
vant and Warren, which force is deeined sufticient 
for the protection of our interests in that quarter in 
the present state of things. 

The frigate Columbia and corvetie John Adams, 
employed in a cruise in the Indian and China seas, 
uuder coinmodore Geo. C. Reed, for the protection 
of the cominerce of the United State in that quar- 
ter, have returned home. The frigate Constellation 
and sloop of war Boston, have recently sailed for 
tio de Janeiro, where they will replenish their sup- 
plies, and receive capt. Lawrence Kearney, now in 
comand of the flag ship on the Brazilian station, 
who will hoist his pendant on board the Constelia- 
tion, as commander of the East India squadron, and 
proceed with that vessel and the Boston to carry out 
his instructions, 

The exploring expedition, as stated in my last re- 


port, was at Callao, whence lieutenant Wilkes sailed | 
Since that period, he bas 


on the 6th July, 1839. 
visited the Society Islands, Navigator’s, Group, New 
Zealand, and various detached Islands, with whose 
inhabitants he held the most amicable intercourse, 
and with the ports and harbors of which he made 
himself particularly acquainted. On the 26th De- 
cember, 1839, he left the port of Sydney, in New 

Zealand, aud proceeded to penerate the Atlantic sea. 
On the 19th of January following, the Vincennes 
dscovered land in latitude 66.2 south, longitude 
154.27 east, and had soundings in thirty fathoms 
Wwaier, 
discovery in latitude 66.31, longitude 153.40, and 
oblained soundings ata depth of three hundred and 
twenty fathoms. Lieutenant Wilkes coasted along 
this land, and had sight of it at various times for a 
distanee of eighteen hundred miles, and has deno- 
minated it the Atlantic continent. It is to be re- 
greted, however, that the vast masses of ice, with 
which it is every where defended, prevented a near- 
er approach than fifteen miles, and rendered it im- 
possible to land. It is described a3 presenting one 
Vast mass of snow and ice, apparently rising almost 
perpendicularly from the sea, and will probably for- 
ever baffle the efforts of man to explore its interior, 
or convert it to any usefal purposes. 

_ After repeated and persevering efforts to approach 
(ie coast aud effect a landing, lieutenant Wilkes, his 
officers and men, having suffered severely fiom in- 
lense cold and the exposures incidental to the hazar- 
¢ au8 euterprise, returned to Sydney the 11th of 
‘arch, 1840, where he was joined by the Peacock 
aud Porpoise, the former of which had been in im- 
intnent danger from coming in contact with aa island 
Olice. Lieut. Wilkes speaks in the highest terms 


ol the conduct of the officers and crews of the ex-| ice. 


lie same day the Peacock made a similar | 





ment will be enabled to lay before congress either at | 
or shortly after the commencement of the session, | 
complete charts of all the ports and places which | 
have been surveyed. 

The brig Consort, under the command of lieut. 
Powell, is now occupied in surveying the coast from 
the Bay of Apalachicola to the inouth of the Missis- 
sippi, as directed by the act of making appropria- 
tions for the naval service, approved July 20, 1840. 

The sloop of war Preble, commander Breese, bas 
been employed on the coast of Newfoundland and 
Labrador, during the late fishing season, in protect- 
ing the rights and interests of American citizens en- 
gaged in the fisheries. On the termination of the 
cruise she returned to Portland, whence she was or- 
dered to Boston for exaininalion previous to being 
sent on foreign service. 

The brig Dolphin, lieut. Bell, and the schooner 
Grampus, lieutenant Paine, have been employed on 
the coast of Africa, in the suppression of the slave 
trade. They returned at the commencement of the 





is, l apprehend, owing to the high wages they re- 
ceive in the merchant service, and the comparative- 
ly short periods of their engagements in coinmercial 
voyages; to the absence of an apprentice systein in 
the mercantile marine; and the discharge of seamen 
when their term have expired on foreign stations, 
where the seductions of climate and the alluremenita 
of pleasure attach them to the soil, and whence many 
of them never return, or return so enervated as fo 
be comparatively unfit for active service. The in- 
guiries I have instituted result in the fact that nany 
of our seamen are now scattered among the islands 
of the Pacific, and on the coast of South America; 
and thongh directions have been given to reclaim 
them whenever it may be found practicable, there 


‘can be little doubt that a large number are thus irre- 


trievably lost to their country. I have also suffi- 
cient reason to believe that the modification of the 
navy ration, which was proposed to congress, but 


: ° fon] 
which has not been definitely acted on, would, j 


” 
1, it 


adopted, contribute inaterially to attach our sea- 





sickly season, and have since sailed in pursuit of 
the same object. The presence of these vessels on | 
the slave coast, during the season in which this dis- | 
graceful traffic is carried on, will in all probability in 
a great degree arrest its progress, so far as it has 
been prosecuted by the assumption of the American 
flaz, and do much to relieve the nation froim the un- 
merited stigma of participating in a trade equally in 
violation of the laws of the United States and the 
policy of their government. From the report of lieuts. 
Beil and Paine it appears that the trafiic in slaves is 
now carried on principally under Portuguese co- 
lors, through theinediuim of slave stations,as they 
are denominated, established at different points of 
the coast, under the protection of the neighboring na- 
tive chiefs, who furnish the slaves and receive inre- 
turn goods manufactured in England expressly for 
this purpose. Here the slaves are collected until an 
opportunity offers for the slaver to approach the land 
under cover of night, and receive thein on boad.— 
Both officers are of opinion that so long as these 
stations are permitted to exist, and this barter car- 
ried on, all attempts effectually to arrest the traffic 
in slaves will end in adminstering only partial reme- 
dies, which will but aggravate the disease. There 
can be little donbt that the number of slaves trans- 
ported from Africa is now greater than it was previous 
to the adoption of measures for its prevention and 
punishinent, which it would seem have served no 
other purpose than to excile the cupidity of unprin- 
cipled adventurers, by increasing the value of slaves, 
and thus presenting temptations which overpower 
all apprehension of consequences. 

During the past year three sinall schooners, the 
Flirt, the Wave and the Otsego, which had been 
previously procured and einployed by the war de- 
partinent, under the act making appropriations for 
suppressing [Indian hostilities, approved 3d March, 
1839, having been placed under the direction of this 
department, were es ployed on the coast of Florida, 
under lieutenant McLaughlin. That officer lately 
returned tothe north in the Flirt, bringing with him 
the men whose terins of service had expired, toge- 
ther with the sick and disabled attached to the ex- 
pedition. He has since sailed with men sufficient | 
to complete the complement of all his vessels, as 
well as for boat service. An additional nuinber of 





tnen inore permanently to the service; and I take 
this occasion earnestly to request that the early at- 
tention of congress may be invited to this subject 
generally, as one of vital importance to the well be- 
ing of the navy. 

The accompanying report and letter from {he com- 
missioner of pensions, exhibit the number of pen- 
sioners, the amount of their pensions, and the means 
now remaining at my disposal to meet those which 
inay become due the Ist of Jan. and Ist of July, 1841. 
From these documents it will appear that under the 
operation of the navy pension laws, and most especi- 
ally that of the 31 of March, 1837, the navy pension 
fuud, which at the period of its passage amounted 
to upwards of a million of dollars, the annual inte- 
rest of which was sufficient to meet all demands, 
now consists of one hundred thousand dollars in 
Cincinnatt five per cent. stock, greatly depreciated, 
fourteen thousand dollars of stock of the bank ot 
Washington, in the same situation, thirty-three thon- 
sand three hundred and thirty-nine dollars five per 
cent. stock of the city of Washington, and eleven 
thousand four hundred dollars of stock of the Union 
bank of Georgetown, the latter totally unsaleable 
this time. 

By the same statement it appears that the sum of 
one hundred and fifty-one thousand three hundred 
and fiity-two dollars and thirty-nine cents, will be 
required in the course of the year 1841, to meet de- 
mand arising out of the present pension list, and that 
consequently, either an appropriation of that sui, 
during the present session, must be made, or the pen- 
sioners will remain unpaid, and the faith of the na- 
tion, which was pledged to make good any deficiency 
in this fund, remain unredeeined, 

The estimates which accompany this report have 
been prepared with a due regard to economy on ove 
hand, and the protection of the honor and iiterest 
of the United States on the other. The number of 
vessels now in commission is fully equal to those 
eiwwployed in preceding years, and it is believed that 
during the past year, neither the persons nor pro- 
perty of our citizens have any where suifered out- 
rage or wrong for want of due attention in affording 


a + 
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ithe means of protection and redress. 


it will be perceived that the board of navy, com- 
missioners have again presented an estimate for ad- 





marines has also been attached to his command, 
with a view tooperations on land against the Indians, 
as well as the protection of the lives and property of 
the citizens, and the prevention of the introduction of 
supplies for the use of the enemy. 

The two steam frigates commenced under the 
second section of the act approved 38d March, 1839, 
one at New York, the other at Philadeiphia, have 
been so far coinpleted that the former will be ready 
for launching in a few days, and the latter in the 
ensuing spring, as soon as the Delaware is free from 
The engines and boilers are also in a course 


pedition. At the last dates, the 6th of April, he was| of speedy completion, and when finished, will be 


at the Bay of Islands, New Zealand, whence he was 
siortly to proceed to carry out his instructions. 

_ The steam frigate Fulion has been employed dur- 
iny the past season in experimenting with Paixhan 
£uns and shot, under the direction of captain Perry; 
and with a view to afford as many officers as possi- 
ble an opportunity of becoming acquainted with the 
practice of gunnery, as large a nuinber of supernu- 
lieraries have been attached to her as she could 
accommodate. The reports of captain Perry pre- 
sent very interesting resulis, and it is contemplated 
fo continue the experiments for the purpose of de- 
onstrating the relative advantages of the Paixban 
guns and those in ordinary use, as weil as affording 


i useful practice to our naval oilicers, by attaching | 


{hem in sneeession to this vessel. 

The surveys on the southern coast of the United 
States, directed by the act of the 3d of March, 1337, 
have been completed under the superintendence oi 


laced on board, and the vessels prepared for service 
without delay. 

The apprentice system continues in operation; and 
thus far, its results are highly satisfactory. The 
conduet of the young lads is generally exemplary, 
and such is their rapid progress in the art of sea- 
manship, that by the tine they are of age for sea 
service, our commanders generally prefer them to 
vider seamen. I take this occasion to recommend 


that this system be fostered to the utmost extent of 


which it is susceptible, being fully of the opinion 
that it presents one great means of partially, at least, 


| 
remedying that increasing scarcity of competent 


petty officers and able seamen, which greatly em- 


barrasses the operations of the navy, delays the sail- | 


ditional clerks, which [ am satisfied are indispensa- 

| ble to the proropt performance of the duties of that 

| office, which are datly increasing, and which there 

| is no reason to believe will suffer any diminution in 

\future. Respectfully submitted, 

, J. K. PAULDING. 
To the president of the United Stutes. 





l TWENTY-SIXTH CONGRESS —2d SESSION. 
SENATE. 

( December 10. Mr. Mangum presented the cre- 

dentials of William A. Graham, of N. Carolina, 

who, after being duly qualified, took his seat. 

Mr. Sevier presented the credentials of i illicm 
S. Fulion, senator elect from Arkansas, from and 
after the 4th of March next. 

The following senators appeared in their seats: 
Messrs. Webster, Tullmadge, White, Calhoun aid 
Rowe. 

Os motion of Mr. Buchanan, 

The senate then proceeded to ballot for chair- 
i'manof the committee on commerce, when 
| King, of Alabaina, having received 29 out of 3 
| votes, was declared duly elected. 

The chair then announced the standing commmit- 
itees of the body, as follows: 
Oa foreign relations.— Messrs. Buchanan, (chair- 
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ing of our public vessels, and places the defence of | man), Clay, of Kentucky, Calhoun, Roane and 


the honor and interests of the United States under 
the protection of crews, a great portion of which are 





foreigners, 


[as 


| Allen. 
On finance.— Messrs. Wright, (chairman), Web- 
ster, Nicholas, Benton and Flubbard. 
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On commerce. Messrs. King, (chairman), Davis, 
Norvell, Ruggles and Mouton. 

On manufactures.—Messrs. Lumpkin, (chair- 
man), Preston, Knight, Buchanan and Allen, 

On agricullure-—Messrs. Mouton, (chairman), 
Dixon, Linn, Sturgeon and Smith of Connecticut, 

On military affuirs.—Messrs. Benton, (chair- 
man), Preston, Wall, Pierce and Nicholas. 

On the militta.—Messrs. Clay, of Alabama, 
(chairman), Smith, of Indiana, Anderson, Fulton 
and Manguin. 

On naval affairs.—Messrs. Williams, (chair- 
man), Southard, Cutobert, Tallmadge and Tappan. 

On public lands.—Messrs. Walker, (chairman), 
Fulton, Clay, of Alabama, Prentiss and Norvell. 

On private land claims.—Messrs. Linn, (chair- 
man), Sevier, Clayton, Mouton and Huntington. 

On Indian affairs —Messrs. Sevier, (chairman), 
Linn, White, Phelps and Lumpkin. 

Of claims.— Messrs. Hubbard, (charman), Young, 
Merrick, Williams and Huntington. 

On revolutionary cluims.—Messrs. Smith, of Con- 
necticut, (chairman), Sturgeon, Graham, Critten- 
den and Robinson. 

On the judiciary.—Messrs. Wall, (chairman), 
Clayton, Anderson, Crittenden and Smith, of In. 

On the post office and post roads.—Messrs. Ro- 
binson, (chairman), Lumpkin, Wright, Fulton and 
Henderson. 

On roads and canals.—Messrs. Young, (chair- 
man), Phelps, Henderson, Mangum aad Smith, of 
Jidiana. 

On pensions —Messrs. Pierce, (chairman), 
Prentiss, White, Roane and Huntington. 

For the District of Columbia,— Messrs. Merrick, 
(chairinan), Crittenden, Manguiwn, Southard and 
Clayton. 

On patents and the patent office.—Messrs. Stur- 
geon, (chairman), Davis, Prentiss, Robinson and 
Porter. 

On public butldings.—Messrs. Fulton, (chair- 
inan), Merrick and Sinith, of Connecticut. 

To audit and control the contingent expenses of the 
senale.—Messrs. Knight, (chairman), Fulton and 
Porter. 

On engrossed biils—Messts. Henderson, (chair- 
man), Porter aud Phelps. 

Mr. Norvell presented @ memoriai from sundry 
inhabitants of Michigan, praying the enactment of 
a uniform bankrupt law. Referred to the commit 
tee on the judiciary, a 

Notice was given by several senators of their in- 
tention of introducing bills. 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, moved that the senate 
now proceed to the election of chaplain; but the 
notion was lost. 

On motion the senate adjourned to Monday next. 

December 14. The following senators appeared 
is their seats; Mr. Southard, of New Jersey, Mr. 
Preston, of S. Carolina, Mr. Anderson, of Teunes- 
eee, and Mr. Wiliams, of Maine. 

The president protem. communicated to the se- 
nate communications from the state, war and navy 
departments, containing statements of the expend. 
tures of the contingent funds of those departments; 
all of which were severally ordered to be printed, 

‘Lhe followiug memorial and petitions were pre- 
sented and appropriately referred. , : 

By Mr. Clay, trom Origen Batchelder, of New 
York, praying that a board may be appointed (with 
the concurrence of other nations) for the settle- 
inent of all difficulties without recourse to arms. | 

By Mr. Merricle, from the several banking insti- 
tutions of the Districtof Columbia. Also, frow 
the Howard institution, asking the aid of congress. 

3y Mr. Wright, trom citizens of Jeiferson coun- 
ty, New Jersey, praying the enactment of a uni- 
form bankrupt law. 

By Mr. Waiie, from the Mount Carmel and New 
Albany rail road company, asking a donation of 
land to aid in constructing said road. 

Mr. Clay submitted the tollowing resolution: 

Resolved, ‘Tiat the act entitled “An act to provide 
for the collection, safe-keeping, wansfer and disburse- 
ment of the public revenues,” ought tobe forthwith 
repealed, and that the committee on finance be in- 
strue’ed to report a bill accordingly. — 

Mr. Clay also submitted the following, which 
was ordered to be printed: ' 

Resvlved, That the secretary of the treasury be di- 
rected to communieate to the senate statements show- | 
ing the quantity of land reported by the registers and | 
receivers of the several land offices, in pursuance of a 


June, 1828, aforesaid, has since been sold, and at 
what price, discriminating between the amounts sold 
in each of the districts. And the secretary is further 
directed to cause parallel columns to be prepared, ex- 
hibiting in one connected view the quantity of land 
unsold on the day aforesaid in said district, the amount 
since sold, the value as assessed or estimated by the 
land officers, and the prices at which the lands have 
since actually sold, and the aggregate value of the 
land as assessed, and the aggregate amount of the 
sales made since the 30th June, 1828, in each land 
district. 

Mr. Ruggles submitted the following: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to communicate to the senate, if not in- 
compatible withthe public interest, any correspondence 
which may have taken place between this govern- 
ment and that of Great Britain relative to the north- 
eastern boundary, not heretofore communicated to the 
senate; also, on like condition, any correspondence 
had with the governor of Maine on the same subject, 
not heretofore communicated. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of so amend- 
ing the laws as to mitigate or wholly abolish the im- 
prisoument of witnesses in criminal cases. 

The following resolutions were submitted by 
Mr. Young, and severally agreed to: 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce inquire 
into the expediency of granting an extension of credit 
to the state of Illinois on the duty bonds already given, 
or hereafier to be executed, on the importation of rail 
road iron into that state. 

Resolved, That the same committee inquire into the 
expediency of establishing ports of entry and delivery 
at the cities of Cairo, Alton and Chicago, in the state 
of Illinois. 

Resolved, That the same committee inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a marine hospital for sick 
and disabled boatmen and indigent passengers navi- 
gating the Mississippi and Ohio rivers at the city of 
Cairo, in the state of Illinois. 

Resolved 'That the committee on military affairs in- 
quire into the expediency of providing by law for the 
abandonment of Rock Island in the state of Llinois as 
a military post. 

All tie parts of the president’s message were ap- 
propriately referred, save that which relates to 
finance; which, on motion of Mr. Webster, was 
postponed until Wednesday next, there being 20 
voling for the postponement, and 19 against it. 

Mr. Benton asked leave to bring in a bill to es- 
tablish a prospective and permanent pre-emption 
system; which having been granted, Mr. B. made 
some preliminary remarks, intimating that he de- 
sired the vote on the second reading to be taken as 
a test vote, and on that he asked the yeas and nays. 

Mr. Hubbard was not prepared to vote on the 
bill until he understood its details; and would, 
therefore, move that the bill be printed, and the 
further discussion postponed until Wednesday next; 
which was agreed to. 

A number of bills were introduced, twice read 
and appropriately referred; which will be noticed 
in their progress. 

On motion of Mr. Young, the senate proceeded 
to ballot for chaplain; when the rev. Mr. Cook- 
man was duly elected. The vote stood: 








For the rev. Mr. Cookman, 25 votes. 
For the rev. Mr. Thornton, 10 do. 
For the rev. Mr. Shaw, 4 do. 


On motion, the senate adjourned. 


December 15. The president pro. tem. communi- 
cated to the senate a message covering reports from 
Mr. Hassler, superintendent of the coast survey, 
showing the progress made therein during the past 
year, and also of the work for the fabrication of 
standard weights and measures. 

Also, a letter from the secretary of the treasury, 
convering a report made in compliance with the 8th 
section of the act for the relief of insolvent debtors 
of the United States. Referred to the committee 
on the judiciary. 

A number of petitions were presented and refer- 
red, and numerous petitions were removed from the 
files of the secretary’s office and again referred to 
appropriate committees. 

Mr. Fulton, from the committee on public lands, 
reported the following bills, without amendments: 
A bill to authorise the inhabitants of township 
eight north, range thirty-two west, in the state of 
Arkansas, to enter a. section of land in lieu of the 
sixteenth section in said township, upon condition 
that the same is surrendered to the United States 
for military purposes. 





resolu ivn of ihe senate of the 25:h April, 1825, to have 
been unsold in their respective districts on the 30:h day | 
of June, 1523, after having been offered at the mini- 
mum price per acre, discriminatiug between the seve- 
ral land districts, what proportion of the land so un- 
suld on that day consisted of first rate land, and what 
was unfit for cultivation, according to the reports of 
the said officers; what was their estimate of the ave- 
rage value per acre of the said unsold land, and What 


A bill authorising the inhabitants of fractional 
township ten south, of range one east, in the state 





of Arkansas, to enter one-half section of land for 

school purposes. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, from the committee on the 

public lands, reported the following biils, without 

amendment: 

A bill to relinquish to the state of Alabama the | 





part of said land so remaining unsold on the 39th 


two per cent. fund reserved by the act for her ad- ' 


mission into the union, to be applied to th 
of a road or roads leading to said state. 

A bill to establish an additional land dj 
the state of Alabama. 

A bill to grant other lands to the inhabitant, 
townships deprived of the i6th section by Indian 
reservations. ’ 

A bill to relinquish the reversionary interes of 
the United States to a certain reservation jp 4), 
state of Alabama. . 


Mr. Hubbard, from the committee of claims re 
ported without amendment, the bill to estabjis), , 
board of commissioners to hear and examine dy ; 
against the Onited States. " 


Mr. Norvell, from the committee on the pup), 
ey reported, without amendment, the following 

ills: 

A bill granting to the state of Michigan a quay, 
lity of land to aid said state in the construction , 
a canal around the Falls of St. Marie; and 

A bill to create an additional land office in {), 
state of Michigan, and for other purposes, 

The following bills were introduced on le 
twice read and appropriately referred, viz: 

By Mr. Smith, of Indiana, a bill to authorise 
the Mount Carmel and New Albany rail road com. 
pany to enter ona credit a quantity of land to aj 
the company in the construction of a rail road froy, 
New Albany, in the state of Indiana, to Mount C,,. 
mel, in the state of Iilinois. 

A bill to regulate the land offices in the state oj 
Indiana, and for other purposes. 

By Mr. Tappan: A joint resolution to limit th. 
tenure of office of the judges of the federal cout, 
of the United States. 

By Mr. Hubbard: A bill to provide for the se. 
tleinent of the claims of New Hampshire agains 
the United States. 


By Mr. Norvell: A bill to authorise the president 
of the United States to cause certain surveys to be 
made. 

The resolution introduced yesterday by Mr. Clay, 
of Kentucky, calling on the secretary of the trea. 
sury for certain information in relation to the pub. 
lic lands, came up in its order. 


Mr. Clay, of Alabama, having suggested ameui- 
ments widening the scope of information, they were 
adopted; and the resolution, as amended, reads as 
follows: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be di- 
rected to communicate to the senate statements show. 
ing the quantity of land reported by the registers an! 
receivers of the several land offices, in pursuance of a 
resolution of the senate of the 25th April, 1828, to have 
been unsoid in their respective districts on the 30th day 
of June, 1828, alter having been offered at the mini. 
mum price per acre, discriminating between the sev 
ral land districts; what proportion of the land so unso.i 
on that day consisted of first rate land, and what was 
unfit for culiivation, according to the reporis of the sai 
officers; what was their estimate of the average value 

er acre of the said unsold Jand, and what part of said 
and so remaining unsold on the 30:ch ie, 1828, 
aforesaid, has since been sold, and at what price, dis 
criminating between the amountssold in each of the 
districts. And the secretary is further directed to cause 
parallel columns to be prepared, exhibiting in one con: 
nected view the quantity of land unsold on the day 
aforesaid in each district, the amount since sold, the 
value as assessed or estimated by the land officers, ani 
the prices at which the lands have since actually sold, 
and the aggregate value of the land as assessed, and 
the aggregate amount of the sales made since the 30ih 
June, 1823, in each land district. 

Resolved further, That said secretary cause to be 
exhibited in the report aforesaid, such alterations 45 
may have been made in the several Jand districts en” 
braced by said reports, made pursuant to the said res0- 
lution of the senate of the 25:h of April, 1828, showing 
in what instances, and to what extent, said distric's 
have been enlarged or diminished since the said 3d 0! 
June, 1828, and also what new lands then embraced 
by said severa! land districts, have since been sold. 

Resolved further, That said secretary cause to be 
communicated statements showing, in separate ¢ 
lumns, the quantity of public land which has been of 
fered for sale at public auction, and has remained u0- 
sold, at the minimum price, in each state and territory, 
for a period of five years, and less than ten years; the 
quantity so offered and remaining unsold for ten yea!; 
and less than fifteen years; the quantity so offered and 
remaining unsold for fifteen and less than twenl) 
years; the quantity so offered and remaining unsold 10! 
more than twenty and less than thirty years; and the 
quantity which has been so offered and has remained 
unsold for more than thirty yeas; showing the agg! 
gate at the foot of each column, and the general agg' 
gate of all the lands which have been offered and have 
remained unsold for five years and upwards up to te 
last returns. 

The resolution, offered yesterday by Mr. Clay, ' 
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repeal the sub-treasury law, coming up in its oF 
der— 

Mr. Clay said it bad never been his purpese, !" 
offering this resolution, to invite or partake in 4 
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argument on the great measure to which the reso- | the instructed against the measure, and lethim give} Will the party assume it? 


jution related, nor was it bis purpose now. He 
would as lief argue to the convictec criminal, when 
{he rope Was round his neck, and the cart was about. 
to remove froin under his body, to persuade him to 
escape from the gallows, as to argue now to prove 
that this measure of the sub-treasury ought to be 
abandoned. But Mr. C. had offered the proposition 
which he wished to submit as a resolution; and it 
was now due to the senate that he should say why 
he had presented it in that shape. 

It was the ordinary course in repealing laws either 
to move aresolution for an inquiry by a committee 
on the subject of repeal, or else ask leave to bring 
in a bill to repeal the measure which they wished 
to be tid of. But there were occasions when 
ihese ordinary forms might be and ought to be dis- 

ensed with. Andif they should look for examples 
to the only period which bore any analogy to this, 
that was the time when Mr. Jetlerson came into 

ower, but under circumstances far different from 
those attending the accession of the resident of 
North Bend. If at that ‘ime the alien law had not 
becn limited in time, but had been made permanent 
as to its duration, would it not have been supposed 
ridiculous to have moved a resolution of inquiry as 
to the expediency of repealing that most edious 
measure? Besides, the sub treasury had now been 
three years and three months the subject of inces- 
sant and reiterated arguinents—a terin longer than 
that of the duration of the last war. Under these 
circumstances, a discussion of the measure would 
be both unnecessary and misapplied. It was suf- 
ficient that the nation now willed and commanded 
the repeal of the measure, and that the senators of 
nineteen states had been instructed to repeal it. It 
might, indeed, be contended that the presidential 
election had decided this or that measure, when 
there might well be a dispute about it. Gentlemen 
on the other side had said that such and such an 
election had decided this or that measure, one in- 
stance of which related to a Bank of the United 
States, and about them all there might well have 
been controversy. But on one point there could 
not be a diversity of opinion, and that was, that this 
nation, by a tremendous majority, had decided 
against the sub-treasury measure. And, when the 
nation speaks and wills and commands, what was 
to be done? There was: no necessity of the forms 
of sending to a committee, for a slow process of in- 
quiry; but there was a necessity of doing what the 
country required, and to reform what senators had 
been instructed to reform. The only gestion now 
was, who would act against the will of the nineteen 
states; and Mr. C. thought gentlemen who profess- 
ed to be guided by the popular sentiment could have 
no hesitation to comply with it now. 

Sir, (said Mr. C.) L had hoped, for one, that the 
president of the United States, when he communi- 
cated his late inessage to congress, would announce 
the fact which I have stated, and would have con- 
formed to it in his suggestions to congress. I would 
not, indeed, have asked the president to present 
hinself before congress, and say to the nation and 
to congress, ‘I have been wrong all this time, and I 
now retract my error.”’ Sir, it would have been 
unmauly to urge him to sucha step, and I would 
not have required it of him. But we had a right to 
expect that the president would have said what was 
the fact on this subject, that the nation had decided 
against this measure, and he ought to have recom- 
mended that the will of the country should be obey- 
ed. But least of all could we expect that he would 
recomend, as he did, certain improvements of this 
igeasure, and that senators should concur in ainend- 
ing a measure against which the nation had decided. 
And, even if they should persevere in such a course 
till March next, they know perlectly well that this 
ineasure cannot be continued after the new president 
shall commence his administration. 

One word as tothe effect of therepeal. Whathas 
been said of thisineasure? Itissaid to have been very 
successful, by the report of the secretary of the trea- 
sury. Sir, I would have been much better pleased 
if that document had gone into detail, and had told 
us what effects had been produced, and what changes 
had really taken place, arising out of this measure. 
All this he has omitted, and he has only told us 
that the measure has so far satisfied all their expec- 
lations, and that it has been most favorable in its 
Operation. But what is its operation? Sir, I am far 
from the receivers general, and wish 1 was much 
further; but what is its operation? Perhaps the ho- 
horable senator from New Hampshire, (Mr. Hud- 
bard) can tell, who, on all occasions, has stood forth 
the ready protector and advocate of the secretary of 
the treasury, though I must say it was a most un- 
grateful return for the secretary of the treasury to 
beat him in the late senatorial election. Or, I should 

¢ glad to learn from the honorable chairman of the 


iit in detail, how the sub-treasury has acted and how | 
itis now working; how it is varying the financial and | 
\commercial concerns of thiscountry. Sir, 1 can tell 
myself, though [ am remote from its operations, and 
[ understand there is not the slightest difference now 
from what was going on before the 4th of July last, 
in the operation of this system. Now, as then, the 
notes of all the specie paying banks are received, 
and these notes pass into the hands of the receiver 
general. ‘The process is this: A merchant in New 
York who has to pay say $400, gives two checks, 
of $200 each, but no specie. One of these checks 
is endorsed ‘‘specie,” but the other has no such en- 
dorsement; and both these checks are carried to the 
bank and credited, not to the government, but to the 
receiver general, on his own private account. That 
is the action of the sub-treasury. Both checks are 
cashed paper, convertible at the will of the holder 
into specie, and the one with the endorsement of 
specie is no more specie than the one without the 
endorsement. And such was, in fact, the usage 
before the 4th of July last. Prior to that, the paper 
-of no bank not paying specie was received, and it is 
so now; and that is the amount of the whole opera- 
|tion of this measure. Prior to the 4th of July last, 
‘in New York, for example, the money was received 
and placed in the banks on private account, and the 
government had no control over it. And so it is 
now. Jesse Hoyt passes it over to Saul or Paul | 
Allen, and government lias no control over it. The 
result is, that the whole revenue passes under the 








care aud custody of a private individual, into some 


operation of this system is extremely limited, and 


bank. If I am right in this, it is very clear that the 
very inconsiderable, and must so continue. But I | 
trust, if the account is to be kept with the banks, 
that instead of individuals, it will be opened, as it 
formerly always was, with the treasurer of the U. | 
States. 

I think, then, Mr. President, that no sort of in- 


| but violated. 


& 


And there is anothe: 
political party, with other views, (conservatives); 
will they return to the deposite banks; and wili the 
honorable senator admit that? I do not say that 
they will select either one or the other of these 
measures. But the senator says the election is a 
triumphant declaration against this measure. And 
how is itso? By what declaration of the opposite 
party are we to determine this point? Sir, I had 
supposed that, if the late election was to prove any 
thing, it was that we should pull down this magnifi- 
cent building and erect a log cabin in its place; 
and, instead of these splendid pictures and other 


‘ornaments, hang up coon skins and antlers. But 


the senator will not say that this was to be the re- 
sult. Aud yet we can prove that with double the 
force and testimony with which we can prove the 
result of the election was the condemnation of the 
sub-treasury measure? And still we are called on 
to be silent and submit, because of such a popular 
decision. Sir, 1 will not say a word avaiust that 
decision, when it is fairly ascertained. It is the 
highest law of the country. And when those they 
bring into power shall come constitutionally into 
their places, I shall be one of the first ready to 
render constitutional submission. But, ina verdict 
rendered as this has been, I am not ready to adinit 
that it decides against this measure. 

What, then, is the argument of the senator from 
Kentucky in favor of this precipitate repeal? Is it 
that the measure has made mischief in the country? 
That it has done evil to the people? I did not so 
understand him. But it is that it is not carried out 
in its terms and spirit; that the law is not cbserved, 
The senator may be right in this, for 
I am not able to testify as to its correctness. But 
if it is so, does it follow that the law ig to be repea!- 
el because it isnot observed? Should we not rather 
institute an inquiry whether these officers do their 
duty? 





convenience can possibly result from the repeal of | 
this measure. 
consideration for us; but when we have our instruce- 
tious, I at least shall obey the will of nineteen 
states. 

Forbearing, then, from a general discussion, which 
has been continued three years and three months, I 
ain now ready for the vote on the resolution, though 
I shall not urge it. If gentlemen want further tine 
to consider, or for any other purpose, I will be the 
last to deny thein a request so reasonable as that. 
Mr. Wright said he was from one of the nineteen 
states which the senator from Kentucky had al- 
luded, and he was very happy to say that he re- 
joiced in this movement. He rejoiced that there 
was a disposition in the party now about to come 
into power, to make precisely the issue that was to 
be made by this resolution; and Mr. W. thanked 
the senator for presenting this preposition. He 
would say, also, with that senator, that he did nof 
desire further to discuss the measure, either before 
the senate or the country; but he simply desired 
that, when the senate should act on the proposition, 
they might act with an understanding of what it 
was, and when the senate was full. Butit was not 
so to-day. One member was sick, and another 
member had left, and had not yetreturned. But in 
any case, if the senate were to act on the subject, 


the resolution, without the delay of sending it to a 
committee. ° 

The senator from Kentucky was singularly iin- 
pressed with the clearness of the results of the late 
election at least the one point of the sub-treasury; 
and Mr. W. would not say whether or not that point 
was established. We have just passed, said Mr. 
W. the first election in this government, when 
principles were not deciared, and when measures 
in prospect were not avowed; and this is the strong- 
est possible apology for me to say that no measure 
has been settled by this election. We have seen 
election after election, when it was the fashion for 
candidates to avow their principles; and yet we 
have heard gentlemen on the other side attempting 
to parry the issue, and to contend that nothing pre- 
1 te by the popular voice was decided by the 
election. What was the judgment of the people in 
the congressional election of 1833 anc 1839? If 
ever there was a distinct issue, it wasthen. It 
was, as the senator says, pending this war of more 
than three years, that this measure was then almost 
the only point in the controversy. And what was 
the result? It was one which was favorable to it, 
and the measure was consequently adopted. And 
this was done by the country pending the contro 
versy. That popular mind may have changed; but, 
if so, and if it has now pronounced against this 


has it been in favor? 





Committee on finance, (Mr. Wright), who is one of 








But even if it could, that is now no | 


he desired they might go directly to the object of | 


And if the senator had thought fit to take Phila- 
delphia as his example, he might have made a dif- 
ferent case. I kuow that in New York all the 


| banks are specie-paying banks; and I know it is 


ceive three-fourths of the duties there in specie- 
| paying paper. But does the senator say that any 
| checks are received there on non-specie paying 
j banks? And if itis an individual who takes the 
| money to the vault, is the law violated or the com- 
munity injured? His argument, as I anderatand it, 
was, that they were liltle benefitted by it, and there- 
fore he would repeal the measure. But is it not 
better as it is now, than if it were wholly with the 
executive? 

In conclusion, Mr. W. disclaimed any desire to 
enter into the general argument, and called for thie 
yeas and nays on the guestion of the resolution, 
which were ordered. 

Mr. Cluy. Mr. President, it is always pleasant 
to me when I have the honor to subinit a proposi 
tion in a form so acceptable to the honorabie sena- 
tor from New York; and I am disposed to allow the 
largest possible accommodation, even on the point 
desired by the senator, of postponing this measure 
till the senate shall be more full. And as I ain a 
Christian, or endeavor to be so, I will not return 
evil for good. Though Ll recollect, when this mea- 
sure was on the verge of passing here, how tie 
| senator from New York would not allow a single 
day to the senator from Delaware, (Mr. Clayton); 
though he would not then, though earaestly entreai- 
ed to du so, delay the question even over night; 
though all this was denied with (he concurrence of 
that senator, still [ am for returning good for evil, 
and | am very happy that better days and wore 
liberal sentiments are coming. I will coneur in any 
reasonable postponement which the senator may 
desire. 

But while up, I will nofice a few remarks of the 
senator from New Yerk. He says this is a very 
convenient party now coming into power, because 
it is without avowed principles—a coon skin, log 
cabin party. And before I proceed further 04 this 
subject, let me ask what sort of a party those must 
| be who have been driven out of power by a party 
| whose residence is a log cabin and whose covering 
is coon skins? Sir, there must be something wrone 
about it, or the defeated party would have never 
inet so hard a fate from a party which they hold so 


the constructive duty of the receiver general to re 
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much in contempt, and which is socontemptible, if 


| the senator is correct. But does he in fact want to 
| know my principles or the princidles of uiy friends 
| with respect to this sub-treasury measure? Have 
| not we been battling with the whole country on our 

side against this identical measure? ‘The senator 
_ tells us that the popular voice was in favor of this 


measure, of what measure as a substitute for this} measure, and that it was consequently carried in 
Was it a national bank? And | A ho 
will the senator from Kentucky contend that it was?, me of the necessily of looking iuto that New Jer- 


, the popular branch. Sir, | hope he will relieve 
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sey affair, and of discussing the manner in which;it? But Mr. C. did not hold it to be the same. 
that gallant state was stripped of her sacred rights |The sub-treasury, whether it was wise or expe- 
and her authority trampled under foot, in a manner dient, was at all events not unconstitutional. The 
degrading to a deliberative assembly, and disgrace- | gentieman from Kentucky was now for restoring a 
ful to the age in which we live. But i will not go state of things which that senator had denounced, 
into it. In the progress of the war gentlemen | which was that all the power should be in the 
did gain a little, aud we were subject to reverses | hands of the president. If the practice was asthe 
prior to 1840. But who that regards the truth, and }senator bad stated, Mr. C. pronounced it contrary 
has been attentive to the progress of events, can /to law, and hoped the senator would move a reso- 
rise in his place and deny that the elections of 1840 | lution of inquiry on that subject, and Mr. C. wonld 
repealed the sub-treasury measure? They were | not protect any officer from the penalty of the law. 
avowedly against it; the object was to put itdown,| Mr. C. proceeded to argue that the sub-treasury 
and to dispense with a measure which had disturbed | was not the only subject at issue in the late elec- 
the community, and deranged the affairs of the | tion, but there were a thousand issues. He indeed 
country for more than three long years. It is not | feared that the majority of the people were against 
at all like the cases alluded to by the senator under | the sub-treasury, but he donbted whether they were 
former elections. ‘The election of 1832, for in-|in favor of the condemned United States bank, or 
stance, was construed into an expression of public | of the pet bank system. Andletthe question come 
opinion against the bank of the United States.— | when it might, the only alternative would be either 
But we ali know that general Jackson was thenin | this sub-treasury or a Bank of the United States; 
favor of a bank of the United States. He so said | for he held it impossible that gentlemen ever could 
in his message, and he was then supported on the | go back to that miserable, ricketty, condemned 
ground that he was friendly to the establishment of | pet bank system. The -question, therefore, was 
a bank of the United States. And [then denied | between the sub-treasury and a Bank of the United 
as I do now that the inference of gentlemen from | States. That Mr..C. would not now argue. But, 
those elections was justly drawn. But now, whe- |said he, when general Harrison shall come in, then 

will be the time, and let the question of a bank 





ther the late election is favorable to a bank of the | 

United Siates or to a league of banks, on one point, | come when it will, I will resist it with every ener- 
and that is as respects this measure, it is utterly | gy which God and nature have given me, for, (with 
iin possible there can be two opinions here. lan oath), if the bank is to be chartered for twenty- 

The honorable senator calls onus to say what | one years, I deem it worse than to have a president 
other measure is to be resorted to after thatis de- | lor life, and more dangerous to the liberties of the 
stroyed—a bank of the United States or local | country. 
banks? Sir, “sufficient to the day is the evil there- Mr. C. argned still further in favor of a calm 
of? We have nothing now but the sub-treasury | after snch excitement. 
to handle. ‘That is an obstacle in the way of any Mr. Henderson argued against the sub-treasury, 
measure. Let us first remove that, and it will | having been condemned by the late election, and said 
then be time for the senator trom New York to be | he did not therefore consider himself instructed on 
heard in his inquirtes. the subject by public opinion. 

But he says the party coming into power are Mr. Hubbard also argued the same point; said he 
without principle. But does he not Known that) was not sorry for the introduction of the resolution; 
they are agaiust the sub-treasury, and in favor of | but there would be debate; and Mr. H. was from a 
some sound and safe regulation of the currency?) state now strongly in favor of the measure. The 
‘Chat they are for economy? That they are against) senator from Kentucky bad said that it would be 
the extravazance of the downfallen adiministra.ion? | repealed after the 4th of March; but Mr. H. did 
That retrenchment is their aim? And that they |not know bow he could tell, unless it was true, as 
ure opposed to the late feartal wsurpations and | had been rumored, that gen. Harrison had declared 
abuses of executive power? Sir, the gentleman | that senator more worthy of being president than 
forgets that the election is over. [assure him it | hiroself. Mr. H expressed his entire acquiescence 
terminated Nov. 2, 1840. He seems to think that | in the election of Mr. Woodbury to the senate, and 
he is addressing an assembly in New York, at; rejoiced that he was to be succeeded by one so able. 
Ponugiikeepsie orelsewhere. Because general Har- |. Mr. Al’en then moved asa substitute the follow- 
rison did not choose to reply to impertinence, the | tng: 
yentle:inan charges him and the whole party with; Resolved, ‘That the financial policy established at the 
want of principles. But, on ali subjects he was } origin of this government by the first acts of its legis- 
manly and open, and it was on principle that (ie | ott and Pu gpe nai the 30 h Section of the “act 
people brought him into power. But do gentie- | to reqmate me collection of duties, vc. approved by 








men really inean to assert that they are without 
principle? No, sir, no. They know the princi- 
ples of the new administration well enough. They 

know that it will not denounce bank paper and | men-al principles of the constitution. 
then give us treasury notes; that it ts against all ex- Resolved, That by a long series of subsequent acts 
pedients of this kind; that the adininistration will jtending to the great detriment of the public welfare, 
be openly and fairly conducted; that it: will not ithat poliey had been departed from, and was, by the 
have debis to a large amount surrounding the go- act to provide for the cellection, safe-keeping, transfer 
vernment in all its departments—to the Indians, and disbursement of the public revenue, approved by 
president, Van Buren, Juiy 4, 1840, fully restored and 

ought to be adhered to; and therefore 
Resolved, That the government ought to collect no 
more taxes from the people, either directly or indirect- 
ly, than are absolutely necessary to an economical ad- 
n 


ment,” &c. approved by president Washington, Sep- 
tember 2, 1798, was in strict conturmity to the funda- 


| 
| 
for state stocks made for political purposes, and re. | 
duced to two-thirds of their original valne; for the | 
Florida war—titerally covered over with deb's, and | 
all the time preaching against debts, and ail the | 
time using treasury notes; and they know, if they | ministration of its affairs. 

do not tell us how much of debts they have topay, Resolved, That the taxes paid by the people ought 
we, when we have the means of Investigating, will | not to be lent out by the government to individuals or 
cast up the agyreyate toa great a:mcuut—an enor- | Corporations. i. ; ; 

mous and mystified amount. | Lesolw dy Phat the taxes paid by the people Ought 

Sir, if it is the will and pleasure of the majority | not to be placed by the government in the custody of 

to vote down the resolution, fet (bem do it manful- | SCs ho wa tee made by the constitution and laws 

- and say that their will and not the will of the | Pespo oe lu the oe : F ef 
iy, and say : | drs - bate | dcsulved, That, in the transaction of its own affairs, 
people shall prevail. But if the will ot the peome the goverument ought to receive and tender in pay- 
is to be carried out, there is no reason for deloy;! ent as money, nothing but that which is made a 
the sub-treasury should be repealed, and forthwith. | legal tender by the constitution. 

Mr. Culhoun (indistinctly teard) said he had} Mr. Clay raised a question whether this substi- 
hoped that the party acting with the senator from |tute was in order, but waived it, as the president 
Kentucky would have been contented with their} pro é¢em. had just before retired. 
success, and would go on with the business of the On motion of Mr. Wedster, the substitute was 
session. Let the new president when in power | ordered to be printed, and the subject was laid on 
present this measure of repeal on his reponsibility,|the table till to-morrow. The senate then ad- 
and it would then be time enough to act upon it. | journed, 

If his administration should be really one of re-| December 16. The vice president of the United 
trenciiment and economy, Mr. C. would not inquire | States appeared and took the chair. 

how it caine in, but would support ad its measures Mr. Phelpsand Mr. J/outon also appeared in their 
to which he could give bis support. seats, 

Bat he did not view this resolntion in the same The race president communicated to the senate a 
light as the senator from New York. ‘There jletter from the war department, covering a report 
had been very great excitement, and there now | of the board of dragoon officers assembled at Car- 
onghtto be acalm, so that the people could think | liste for the purpose of witnessing an exhibition of 
over the whole aifair, and come to conclusions at | improved repeating fire arms, and the water proof 
which they could not arrive under excitement. amimnnaition, invented by Samuel Colt. 

Tie senator from Kentucky had said that the Mr Keng presented a memorial from the legisla- 











proceedings under this measure were nothing more | ture of Alabama, asking the establishment of a land 





nor less than the old practice. Whi, then, repeal | office in the late Cherokee purchase, 


| president Washington, July 31st, 1795; and by the 4th | 
section of the “act to establish the treasury depart. | 


a et i cn I tc ome — ~_— ammemnets speerenjubein mineieine ———_——_ 


Several petitions and papers were presented be 
Messrs. Smith, of Indiana, Merrick, Young, Roa; 
White and Lina, on private claims which were a)’ 
propriately referred. Pe 

Mr. Smith, of [ndiana, from the committee on 
roads and canals, reported the bill by hiin introduc. 
ed on yesterday for the benefit of the New Albany 
and Mount Carmel rail road company, and for Other 
purposes, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Wilitams, from the committee on naval af. 
fairs, reported the following bills without amenq, 
ment. 

A billto regulate the pay and emoluments of pny. 
sers in the navy. 

A bill to regulate andestablish the navy ration, 

Mr. Wall, from the committee on the judiciary 
reported the following bills: o 

A bill supplementary to an act to abolish impyr. 
sonment for debt in certain cases. 

A bill to prevent the counterfeiting of any fo. 
reign copper, gold, silver, or other coin, and t 
prevent the bringing into the United States or yt. 
tering any such foreign copper, gold, silver, or othe; 
coin. 

A bill more effectually to provide for the punish. 
ment of certain crimes against the United States, 

Mr. Tallmadge asked and obtained leave to intro. 
duce the following joint resolution to amend tie 
constitution of the United States in relation to one 
presidential term. 

Resclved by the senate and house of representatives of 
the United Siatesof America in congress assemble] 
(two-thirds of both houses deeming it necessary,) Tho: 
the following article be proposed to the legislatures of 
the several states as an amendment to the constitutiuy 
of the United Siates, which article when ratified by 
three-fourths of the said legislatures, to be valid, to al! 
intents and purposes, as part of the said constitution: 
“The president of the U. States shall hold his office but 
for one term of four years, and shall be ineligible there. 
after.” 

The following bills were introduced on leave, 
twice read, and appropriately referred, viz: 

By Mr. Smith, of Indiana, a bill to confirm to the 
State of Indiana the lands selected by that state for 
the construction of that portion of the Wabash and 
Erie canal that lies between the month of Tippe- 
canoe river and Terre Haunte, and for other pur- 

oses, 

By Mr. Prentiss, a bill to authorise the payment 
of invalid pensioners in certain cases. 

By Mr. Fulton, a bill to perfect the titles to lands 
south of the Arkansas river. 

By Mr. Sevier, a bill inaking appropriations for 
'the removals of the raft on Red river; 
| A bill to anthorise the legislature of the state of 
| Arkansas to sell the Jands heretofore appropriated 
'for the nse of schools in that state; and 

A bill to revive the act entitled ‘an aet to enable 
‘claimants to lands within the limits of Missouri and 
ithe territory of Arkansas to institute proceedings 
ito try the validity of their claims,’ approved the 
26th May, 1824, and anact amending the same, and 
lextending the provisions of said act to claimants 
to lands within the states of Louisiana and Missis- 
sippi. 
| By Mr. Anderson, a bill to amend the act entitled 
| “an act to authorise the state of ‘Tennessee to issue 
{ 

} 
j 





grants and perfect titles to certain lands therein de- 
scribed, and tosettle the claims to vacant and unap- 
propriated lands within the same.” 

By Mr. Henderson, a biil to confirm the survey 
and location of claims for lands in the state of Mis- 
sissippi, east of Pearl river and south of the 3lstde- 
gree of north latitude. 

On motion of Mr. Hubbard, 

Resolved, That the committee of claims be instruct: 
ed to inquire into the expediency of allowing to James 
H. Relf compensation for his services in removing In- 
traders from the militury reservation attached to Fort 
Leavenworth. 

On motion of Mr. Zinn, 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be in- 
siructed to inquire into the exbadjammaat assaiding 
time, either especiaily or generally, for receiving the re- 
turns of the sixth census. 

A like motion was adopted, introduced by Mr. 
Clay, of Alabama, for extending the time for com- 
pleting the census in those state’ or districts where 
returns could not be made during the prevalence of 
disease or other causes. 

On motion of Mr. Tail, ; 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency cf making an 
appropriation tor the removal of certain obstructions In 
the navigation of the river Passaic and of Newark bay, 
in New Jersey. 

Also, that the same committee inguire into the expe- 
diency of making an appropriatiun for the removal 0! 
the obstructions in the navigation of the sound or kU! 
Van Kull, and in the Raritan or Prince’s bay, betwee! 
Perth Amboy and ihe portof New York, in the state 0 
New York, mentioned in the report of capt. Kearney 





and others. 
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On motion of Mr. Benton, : 

Resolved, ‘That the secretary of the treasury be di- 
eoted to cause to be prepared and communicated to 
the senate tables of the rates ol exchange, foreign and 
iomestic, and of the prices of bank notes and of specie, 
Sor near the first day of each mouth, at New York 
and Philadelphia, during the years 1833, 1839 and 1540; 
and that he accompany the same with a synopsis of 
he rates of exchange, foreign and domestic, and the 
prices Of bank notes and specic, at New York and 
philadelphia, in previous years, as far as the last can 
he done from the materials now in the treasury depart- 
went. ns ; : , 

Mr. Merrick submitted the following resolution, 
which lies over one day under the rule: 

Resolved, ‘Phat the secretary of the treasury be re- 
yested to communicate te the senate ‘a statement 
showing the quantity of land sold in each year since 
the year 1823 which had been in market subject to 
rivate entry fur the respective periods of 5,10, 15, 20, 
35 and 80 or more years, the amount for which the 
same has been sold; and also showing, in parrallel 
columns, the quanuty of public lands seld in each of 
caid vears Which liad not been subject to private entry 
for five or more years, and the amount received for the 
saine- 

Also, a report showing the total quantity of public 
land ceded to each of the respective states within which 
they lie, for colleges, academies, schools and other pur- 
noses, distinguishing between the quantities of public 
land so ceded for each particular purpose. 

The bill from the house of representatives making 
partial appropriations for the year 1841 was referred 
to the committee on finance, reported without 
anendment, read three several times, and passed. 

The question of the public finances came up on 
the motion of Mr. Webster to postpone the re- 
ference to the committee on finance of so much of 
the president’s message as relates to the subject of 
finance; When Mr. V’eéster rose and addressed the 
senate in a speech of considerable length. 

On motion of Mr. Cul/ioun, the senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, Dec. 10. Henry M. Brackenridge elect- 





ed from Pennsylvania in the place of Richard bid 
appeared, and was sworn in by the 
sneaker, and took his seat. 

The journal of yesterday was read when 


« 
y 


’ 6 ™ “eS | ae 
Mr. Stanly moved to reconsider the vote agreeing | table and ordered to be printed. 
to Mr. Atherton’s resolution of yesterday, which 
es of ithe president’s message, | report of the secretary of the treasury on the state 


directed 15.000 cop 


with the accompan ¢ documents, to be printed, 


no 
"Oo 


purpose of moving an ordes 


the jast session, which directed the printing of 
5,000 copies with documents, and 1,500 copies with- 
outdocumeints. Mr. dlherton explained that his 


resolution conformed to 


the session before the last, which, he believed, was | 


i 
| 


Fand 5,000 copies without the documents, for the | tee of ways and means, and 5,000 copies thereof, 
confirming to that of| extra, were ordered to be printed. 


j 
| 
} 
i 


| 


the usual order, and that the order of the last ses-/' 


After 


tig,in favor of reconsideration, the question was | 


} putby yeas and nays and decided in the negative | 
yeas 59, nays 90. 


Mr. Lincoln, of Massachusetts, moved the follow- 


ing: 

Resolved, That the several standing committees be 
how appointed, according to tle standing rules and or- 
ders of the house. 

Mr. John Q. Adams moved the following resolu- 
. v ° 
tion: 

Resolved, That a select committee of five members 
appointed, with liberty to send for persons and pa- 
pers, to asceriain aud report to this house whether the 
printed house document of the last session, No. 185, 
has been falsified, materially differing from the manu- 
script transmitted by the president of the United States; 
and, if so, by whoin the said falsification was made. 

After some remarks irom Mr. A. the resolution 
Was adopted—yeas 87, nays 46. The committee 
consists of Messrs. 4dams, McKuy, Burnard, Midell 
and Dennis. 


Mrz Tillinghast submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was read, and laid over under the rule. 
Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury report 
(Othe house how far, and in what manner, the act 
passed at the last session, entitied “tan act to provide 
fur the collection, safe-keeping, transfer and disburse- 
Ment of the public revenue,” has been carried into 
execution: whether any buildings. addi-ions to or alte- 
rations in buildings, therein authorised or required, have 
‘een commenced, and at what cost, or contracts there- 
lor niade or orders therefor give, and the terms and 
Conditions of such contracts and orders; what number 
% Clerks, Special agents, and other ofiicers, agents, or 
medi have been and now are employed under the 
Provisions of said act, or for aid in carrying the same 
‘nto effect, and where and from what times, and at 
What compensations: whether each and every of the 
olicers who are therein required to give bond have 
siven bond, and the sum, sureties, and time of delivery 
“1 each bond, and who, if any, have not given bond: 


‘clerk. 


| ment of the expenditures for contingencies for | is 
the order of the house at | 


thereof, since said act has been in force, any banks{| Committee on private land claims. Messrs. Cal- 
, > > resTore if cs ig rank | : ' 7. Ht; i 
have been used or restored to, and, if so, what bank | houn, Deilet, Wieck, William S. Hastings, Jaineson, 
or banks, to what extent and in what manner; and Qyoss, Warten, Vroom and Boardman 
& cree - ” ne . > a , any } “n) } p ‘ fe 5 ° “é 
therefor, and setting forth, also, in what specific mat-|yo¢ Gua. pap ; ' 
et, Siade, Tillinghast, Worthington, Dromgoole, 
Mitchell, Mastman and John Davis. 


ter, whether gold and silver, or notes or certificates, or 

other and what evidences of deposite or credit all or any . 
| Committee on agreculture. Messrs. Deberry, Den- 
nis, MeCleilan, Jno. Smith, Hammond, Shaw, Do 


of the revenue has been collected and actually passed 
from the hands of the person or persons from whom the | ty 
Hook and Ridgway. 
Commeltee on Indian offuirs. Messrs, Bell, Lewis 


same was due, to the hands of the officer or officers 
charged with the immediate collection therecf, since 

said act has been in force; distinguishing, as nearly as | Williams, Alford, Chinn, Lucas, Hunt, Jobn W. 
may be, how much has been so collected and paid in | Davis, Parrish and Ryall. 

each specific matter or medium of payment: also set- Comimitttee on military affairs. Messrs. Waddy 

OY , . ’ 2O « he ; ‘ 
ting fe ei ned eve meas Pe oe Thompson, Miller, Coles, Kemble, John W. Allen, 
: P ss wpe Pins, "| Monroe, Sumpter, Goggin and Wm. O. Butler, 


and any and each portion of the public revenue, mo- ; Piss Pm, J. ; 
. . . ? S f _ 
neys, and assurances or evidences of debt ar obligation Commitiee on the militia. Messrs. Keim, Carter, 


have been kept during said time; and how and by Griffin, D. D. Wagener, Goode, Edward Rogers, 
what agencies and aid, and with what forms and pro- | i riplett, P. J. Wagner and Wm. R. Cooper. 

cess, and on what terms, conditions, and cost of ex-| Comittee on naval affairs. Messrs. F. Thomas, 
change or transfer, and in what specific matter, whe- | Reed, Grinnell, Anderson, Proffit, Naylor, Shepard, 
ther gold and silver, notes, or certificates, or other and Dickerson and Montanya. 

what evidences, all and any portions thereof have been | Committee on foreign affairs. Messrs. Pickens, 
in said time disbursed or transferred. Cushing, Dromgoole, Granger, Hawes, Everett, 

Mr. Jenifer moved the following resolution. Clitord, Leet and Fine. 

Resolved, That a select commitiee on the tobacco Committee on the territories. Messrs. Pope, Jeni- 
trade be appointed by tlie speaker. i fer, Williawn B. Campbell, Stuart, Brewster, Garret 

The resolution was adopted, and the committee | Davis Jas. Cooper, Morgan and Dana. 
was ordered to consist of nine members, viz: Cummittee on revolutionary pensions. Messrs. Ta- 
Messrs. Jenifer, Coles, Sergeant, Dawson, Carroll, liaferro, Carr, Andrews, Steenrod, E. Davis, Brock- 
Grinnell, Triplett, Parrish and Miller. way, Taylor, Hand and Peck. ; 

Mr. Briggs moved that when the house adjourn Commiitee on invalid pensions. Messrs. S. Wil- 
it will adjourn to Monday next; which was agreed | liams, C. Morris, Chittenden, Doan, Strong, S. W. 
to. Morris, Palen, Sweeny and Edwards. 

Mr. Cranston, of Rhode Island, moved the fol- Committee on roads and canals. Messrs. Ogle, 
lowing resolution, which was adopted: Carroll, iil, of Va. Thos. Smith, Rayner, Black- 

Resolved, That all petitions and memorials present- | Well, Underwood, Crabb and Albert Smith. 
ed to this house at the last session of congress, and re- Committee on patents. Messrs. Fletcher, Beatty, 
ferred to the several standing committees, on which no | Prentiss, Newhard and Paynter. 
report was made, or in relation to which bills were re- Commuttee on public buildings and grounds. Messrs. 
ported which were lost in either house, may be agin | pefrikin, Leonard, Keim, Jobn Hastines and Os- 
relerred * the —_ cominittces at the pleasure of the | porne. : ; ~y 
members ) whom they were respectively presented ’ . ° ° . 
on being Lindell, or a list thereof presenied to the Ds caoesngh on revisal and unfinished business.— 

Messrs. Peck, Parrish, Jackson, James and Kille. 
Committee on accounis. Messrs. Joseph Jotinson, 
Charles Johnson, Mareband, Floyd and Andrews. 

Commitiee on mileage. Messrs. Thomas W. Wil- 
liams, Henry Williams, Henry, Judson Allen and 
Kempshall. 

Commillece on expenditures in the department of 
state. Messrs. Underwood, Bynum, Crabb, Lowell 
and Trumbull, 

Commiilee on expenditures in the department of the 
treasury. Messrs. Evans, Atherton, Osborne, War- 








So» 





The speaker laid before the house the annual re- 
port of the clerk of the expenditure of the contingent 
fund of the house for the current year. Laid on the 


The speaker also laid before the house the annual 


of the finances; which was referred to the commit- 


The speaker also communicated a Jetter from the 
secretary of the navy, transmitting the annual state- 


' 





Ww 2fhip . . > =~ < 

q leer, in the collection, or keeping, er transfer, or 

“WSO lean ‘ ae ie . , } ; 
“a sCineni of the public revenue, or any portion 


ren and Nathaniel Jones. 

Commillee on expenditures in the department of 
: . “alee : war. ‘Messrs, Peter J. Wagner, Holines, James 

office and for the office of the commissioners of the | Cooper, Chapman and Doe. 

navy for the year ending the S0th September last,| Committee on expenditures in the department of the 

which ainount, for the office of the secretary, to) »agyy, Messrs. Saltonstall, Vanderpoel, Simonton, 

$5,423 46, and for the oflice of the commissioners | G;een and Gerry. 

to $1,722 94. Laid on the table and ordered to be | Commitice on expenditures in the department of the 

priaied. , " post office. Messrs. Marvin, Boyd, Lowell, G. Davis 

And the house adjourned over to Monday. and Lane. 

Monday, Dec. 14. At 12 o’clock the speaker took Committee on expenditures on the public buildings. 
the chair, and the journal of the last day’s sitting | Messrs. Stanly, Fornance, Gates, Earland John W. 
was read. Allen. 

The standing committees ordered on Thursday As soon as the reading of the journal had been 
last were now announced, and are composed as fol- | coinpleted by the clerk— 
lows: Mr. fVinthrop stated that he voted in the affirma- 

Committee of elections. Messrs. Rives, Fillmore, | tive on Thursday last, on the question to reconsider 
Medill, Aaron V. Brown, Truman Smitb, Botts, P. | the vote for printing 15,000 copies of the president’s 
Francis Thomas, Randail and Rariden. |;message with the accompanying documents, and 

Commiilee of ways and means. Messrs. John W. | 5.000 copies without the documents, but that he 
Jones, Evans, Atherton, Vauderpoel, Connor, Mark | found his vote was not entered on the list, and he 
A. Cooper, Mason, Saltonstall and Hubbard. | moved that his vote be recorded. 

Commitiee of claims. Messrs. Russell, Dawson, | Mr. J. L. Willams stated that he also voted in 
Banks, Giddings, Jared W. Williams, Gentry, John | the affirmative on the same question, but that his 
Hill, of N. C. Galbraith and Mallory. name did not appear, and moved that his name be 

Committee on commerce. Messrs. Curtis, Hillen, | also entered on the list of votes. 

Burke, Toland, Habersham, Perris, Botts, Weller; Mr. Petrikin inquired if those alterations would 
and Winthrop. |change the result of the vote on the motion to re- 

Commitiee on public lands. Messrs. Morrow, Lin-| consider. The speaker answered that it would 
coln, Crary, John White, Fisher, Garland, Jacob | change the result; the vote as recorded being 89 af- 
Thompson, Casey and Chapman. 'firmative, 90 negative. Mr. Petrikin then objected 

Committee on the post office and post roads. Messrs. | on the ground that corrections such as those pro- 
McKay, Hopkins, Brigys, Marvin, Leadbetter, Jos. | posed could not be made but by unanimous consent. 
L. Williams, Albert G. Brown, Reynolds and Johu| Mr. Cushing said the practice of the house was 
B. Thompson. | directly ditierent from the course stated by Mr. Pe- 

Committee for the District cf Columbia. Messrs. | brifein. That the practice was to refuse members 
W. Cost Johnson, Christopher H. Williams, Beirne, | the privilege of voting when they did not vote, but 
Clark, Davee, Grahain, Cranston, Hawkius and | when they actually voted and were omitted to be 
McCarty. | enter d, the error had always been corrected, and 

Committee on the judiciary. Messrs. Sergeant, referred to several cases in point. 

Hoffinan, Turney. Sawuels, Barnard, Sianly, Tiuwm-| Mr. Williams, of N. C. Mr. Stanly and Mr. Wise, 
bull. Sanson H. Butler and Siarkweather. /made reiarks in favor of the correction. Mr. Wise 

Committee on revolutionary claims. Messrs. Ran- | called for the previous question, which was sustain- 
dolph, Hatl, Taliaferro, Parmenter, Montgomery, | ed by a majority. 

| Ely, Swearingen, James aud Nathaniel Jones. _And the main question was then put on the mo- 
| Committee on public expenditures. Messrs. Bond, | tion that the journal be amended by recording the 
| Duncan, Ciockett, Watterson, McCulloch, Giecn, | voles of Messrs. Winthrop aud Atllevms on the 
| Baker, Brackenridge and MeClure. { molion tu reconsider the vote before mentioned, and 
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decided in the affirmative, by yeas and nays—yeas 
200, nays 3. 

And so the votes of Mr. Winthrop and Mr. Jas. 
lL. Witliams were received; in consequence of 
which, the vote, instead of being 90 against 89 for 
reconsideration, stood 91 for reconsideration, and 
90 against if. 

The speaker said that the motion of Mr. Stanly for 
reconsideration being carried in the affirmative, the 
motion of Mr. Atherton, made on the 9th instant, 
was the subject then before the house. 


Mr. Stanly then moved to amend Mr. Atherton’s 
motion so as that 5,000 copies of the tnessage, with 
the accompanying documents, be printed, and 15,000 
without the documents. 

Mr. Fillmore moved that the whole number of the 
message to be printed be 10,000—one-half with 
documents, and the other half without. 

The question on Mr. Fillmore’s amendment was 
put and negatived. 

Mr. Briggs then moved to amend the amendment 
of Mr. Stanly by printing 10,000 with the docu- 
ments, and 5,000 without. 


The question on this motion was decided in the 
affirmative, by yeas and nays—yeas 110, nays 96. 

Mr. Thompson, of Kentucky, rose and announced 
to the house that Stmeon H. ANDERSON, his pre- 
decessor in this congress from the fifth district in 
Kentucky, had departed this life, at his residence 
in Garrard county, since the last session. Mr. T. 


cause the country, inthe morning of his life, and as 
his career of usefulness upon a new theatre had just 
commenced, had been deprived of one of her most 
promising sons. In the councils of his native state, 
he had rendered service to that state, and achieved 
for bimself an enviable reputation, without opposi- 
tion, and by the undivided suffrage of his district, he 
had been returned a member for this congress. His 
bearing as a gentleman was a true evidence of the 
moral worth and integrity of purpose that charae- 
terized the man. His brief services here had _ not 
fully manifested to this body the rich attainments 
and high order of intellect that, combined with his 
private virtues, had secured to tim not only public 
confidence at home, but also that respect and at- 
tachinent which all the better syinpathies of social 
life ever accord to merit and worth. The bar of 
which he was a member and an ornament, in his 
native state, regret bis untimely death; his district 
feels the loss. Allied with the best blood of the 
state, he has left a young family to mourn the sad 
bereavement of a kind parent and an affectionate 
husband. Mr. T. presented the following resolu- 
tions as a token of condolence to that family, and as 
the last kind office and tribute of respect we can pay 
to the memory of one who yet lives in the cherished 
remembrances and affections of his friends, his re- 
latives, and of the state of which he was a favorite 
child, and on whom she rested high and proud hopes 
of future usefulness and eminence. There is al- 
lotted to but few a better and brighter fortune than 
seemed to await him. The sentiment that “they; 
whoin the gods love die young” wasa tender delu- 

sion of heathen superstition, in this instance, he 
trusted, but exeinplified and adopted by a wise and 

inysterious dispensation of the Christian’s Provi- 

dence. The malediction, “May you die from 

home,” was an imprecation he had no enemy male- 
volent enough to uller, and he now reposes as he 
lived and died, surrounded by his household and 
friends. 

Resolved, ‘That this honse with deep regret have 
heard the announcement cf the death of Stmron H. 
Anperson, of. Kentucky, late a member of this 
congress. 

Resolved, That to testify their regard for the de- 
ceased, and as an evidence of the sympathy they) 
feel, and hereby tender to his surviving relatives, 
they will wear crape on the left arm for thirty days. 





Resolved, As a further testimony of respect for 
the deceased, that when this house adjourn to-day, | 
it aljourn to to morrow. 

Mr. Leet, of Pennsylvania, rose and addressed the 
house as follows: 

Mr. Speaker: In accordance with a practice 
which has been sanctioned by long usage, I rise to 
discharge a painful duty, in doing which I feel sure 
the house will sympathize with me. I rise, sir, to 
announce the death of WrtttaAM STERRETT Ram- 
sAy, who was a distinguished member of the Penn- 
sylvania delegation, and represented the Cumber- 
land district. He died suddenly, in October last, 
in the city of Baltimore, somewhat remote from the 
bosom of his near relatives, but where, however, 
there were not wanting friends to show appropriate 








inarks of respeet to his memory. His death was, 
not less sudden than melancholy. From early in- | 
faney he was afflicted with feeble bealih aud a weak | 
constitution. 


Having been called, by the people of his district, 
to serve them in the national legislature of his na- 
tive country, and desirous te execute the trust re- 
posed in him, he struggled through the last unusu- 
ally arduous and exciting session, in the discharge 
of his duties, in a manner alike honorable to him- 
self, gratifying to his friends, and satisfactory to his 
constituents. At the close of the session he found 
his constitution rapidly yielding to the ravages of a 
confirmed consumption; and, during the recess of 
congress, in the youth of his days, with the fairest 
earthly prospects before him, (could he have lived 
to realize them), and at a time when, one would 
think, he might be buoyant with hope, he sank a 
victin to gloomy melancholy, leaving numerous 
devoted friends to lainent his premature and deplo- 
rable death. 

I have never been able to feel fully the propriety 
of panegyric on occasions like this; it excites little 
or no Interest where the subject of it is unknown 


and cannot reach his ear, nor enhance fis character | J 


in the esteem of those who knew his goodness, his 
talents and his virtues. I may be indulged, how- 
ever, in simply saying that Mr. RAMSEY, as a man, 
was liberal and kind—as a friend, was true and 
faithful. He enjoyed the advantages of an accom- 
plished education, received in this country; and he 
visited some of the most famous places in Europe 
in the anxious pursuit of knowledge and for the 
iinprovement of bis health. 

_ Some time after his return from Europe, he was, 
in 1838, elected to the 26th congress, and in 1840 
was again returned, by a generous and enlightened 
constituency, to the 27th congress. But, alas! he 
is now nomore. He died a high-minded and ho- 
norable man. 

Without making further remark, [ ask the house 
to pay the customary tribute of respect to the me- 
mory of a deceased member, by adopting the reso- 
lutions which I hold in my hand, and now send to 
the chair: 

Resolved, That the members of the house will 
testify their respect for the memory of Wreriam 
STERRETT Ramsey, by wearing crape on the left 
arm for thirty days. 

Resolved, That the house do now adjourn. 


The speaker put the question on these resolutions, 
and they were agreed to without a dissenting voice; 
and thereupon the speaker adjourned the house un- 
til to-morrow, 12 o’clock. 


Tuesday, Dec. 15. Mr. Jones, of Virginia, from 
the committee of ways and means, asked permis- 
sion of the honse to report at this time a bill making 
paitial appropriations for the service of the year 
1841; leave being granted, he reported the bill, 
which was twice read and committed to the com- 
inittee of the whole on the state of the union. 


Mr. Jones then moved that the house do now go 
into the committee of the whole on the bill; which, 
being agreed to, the speaker left the chair, and it 
was taken by Mr. Briggs. The bill was then read, 
and proposes to make the following appropriations. 
For pay and mileage of members of con- 


gress $250,000 
For pay of officers of congress, 25,000 
For contingent expenses of the senate, 25,000 
For contingent expenses of the house of 

representatives, 109,000 


Mr. Cushing proposed an amendment, appropriat- 
ing $12,000 to pay the compensation allowed by 
law to the messengers who have brought, or may 
bring, to the seat of government, the electorial votes 
for president and vice president at the recent presi- 
dential election; which was agreed to. 

The committee then rose and reported the bill to 
the house, and it was ordered to be engrossed, and 
read a third time forthwith. It was accordingly read 
the third time, passed, and sent to the senate for 
concurrence. 


The resolution from the senate for the appoint- 
ment of a joint committee to direct the expenditure 
of money appropriated for the library of congress, 
was, on motion of Mr. Tillinghast, taken up, consi- 
dered and adopted. 

Mr. Briggs said that, in looking into the printed 
report on the state of the finances, laid on his table 
to-day, he had discovered what he conceived to be 
an error in the print. The excess of exports was 
set down at $16,300,000; it evidently should be 
samething over forty-three millions. He noticed it 
that the error might be corrected in the extra num- 
bers of the document which the house had ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. Williams, of North Carolina, inquired whe- 
ther the error was in the print or in the original? 
If in the original, the house had no right to correct: 
it should be returned to the secretary of the treasu- 
ry for correction. 

Mr. Briggs could not say whether the error was 
iu the original or the priut. 





| 





———— 
Mr. Garland, of Virginia, said it should be as 
certained in which copy the error existed; ang if 
found to be in the print, it should be corrected as 
matter of course. 
After some further desultory debate, the cle; 
was then directed to cause the error to be corrected 
On motion of Mr. Everett, of Vermontit was — 
Resolved, ‘That the postmaster general be directed to 
lay before this house a list of all curtailments in the 
transporiation of the mail, made since the adjournmen; 
of congress, with the date when such curtailments 
were made, and the time when they took eflect; anq 
the amount of the reduction of compensation on each 
Mr. Petrikin, at bis request, was excused from 
serving on the committee on the publie buildings 
and grounds, | | 


Mr. Hand, in pursuance of notice given on Thurs. 
day last, asked and obtained leave to introduce a 
bill to establish a uniform rule of naturalization 
“ah to repeal all acts heretofore passed on that sub. 
ect, 

The bill was then introduced by Mr. Hand and 
was read twice by its title; he then moved that it be 
printed. 

Mr. Russell moved that it be referred to the com. 
mittee on the judiciary. 

Mr. Hand moved that it be referred to the com- 
mittee of the whole on the state of the union. 

The question on sending the bill to the committee 
of the whole on the state of the union taking pre- 
cedence by the rules, the yeas and nays were order. 
ed, and, being taken it was decided in the negative, 
yeas 96, nays 98. The bill was then sent tothe com- 
mittee on the judiciary and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. Fillmore moved the following resolution; 
which was read and agreed to. 

Resolved, ‘That the secretary of war be directed to 
report to this house what machines, tools or implements, 
if any belonging to the United States, or used in the 
construction or repair of the harbors or piers or other 
publie works on the great northern and western lakes, 
or the waters connected therewith, have been sold 
since the first day of January, 1840, and the cost of 
such machines, implements or tools, respectively, and 
the price for which they were respectively sold, and the 
authority by which such sales were made. 

The house proceeded, on motion of Mr. Parrish, 
of Maine, to an election of chaplain. The vote 
was taken viva voce, and resulted as follows: 


Ist ballct. 2d ballot. 
Rev. Mr. Braxton, 76 101 
ss ss) Bates, 61 53 
« « Reese, 30 16 
ss s¢ = )©6 Danforth, 14 withdrawn 
<o s)6Shaw, 4 0) 
« « © ©6-Brown, 1 0 


Mr. Braxton having received a majority of all 
the votes given was declared duly elected. 

On motion of Mr. Reed, the message from the 
president, communicated to the house a few days 
ago, recommending an immediate appropriation tor 
the relief of the navy pension fund, was referred to 
the committee on naval affairs. 


The speaker then laid before the house sundry 
communications, viz: | 

A letter from the treasurer of the United States, 
(Mr. Selden), transmitting copies of his accounts 
for the Ist, 2d and 3d quarters of the year 1839; the 
accounts for the 4(h quarter and the Ist and 2d 
quarters of the present year have not yet been ad- 
justed by the accounting officers; as soon as they 
are adjusted, they will be laid before the house. 
The letter was read, laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

A letter from the first comptroller of the treasury, 
accompanied by alist of balances which have re- 
mained due more than three years on the books of 
the fourth auditor, (navy). Laid on the table and 
ordered to be printed. 

A report from the secretary of war, made under 
the order of the 7th July last, calling on him for the 
amount of ‘expenditures in suppressing Indian 
hostilities in Fiorida, showing distinctly the various 
items of expenditure.” Laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

A letter from the secretary of the treasury, ac- 
companied by a report made in pursance of the 8th 
section of the act of the 2d March, 183], for the 
relief of insovent debtors to the United States. 
Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the secretary of war, accompanied 
by statements of the expenditures on account of the 
contingencies of the various branches of the wat 
department for the year ending 30th September, 
1840; amounting for the office of the secretary to 
$2,587 01; commissioner of Indian affairs to 
$1,508 87; commissioner of pensions to $1,405 755 
commanding general fo $249 91; adjutant genera 
to $1,085 63; quartermaster general to $762 04; 


‘commissary general of subsistence to $2,244 91; 


commissary general of purchases to $670 11; sur 
geon general to $543 61; ordnance office 0 
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er — 
nen’ 45; engineer office to $1,220 16; tapograps of Nicholas Brown and others, fora harboron Block, Mr. Clifford, asked and obtained leave to intro- 
te to | Isiand. duce a bill to provide for the settlement of the claim 


*"; bureau to $1,348 66; paymaster genera 
2446 17; superintendent northwest executive build- 
vote $4,239 16. These documents were referred 
onthe committee on expenditures in the war de- 


partment. 

A letter from the secretary of the treasury, trans- 
mitting the report made to the treasury department 
py professor Hassler, superintendent of the survey 
»| the coast and of the work for the fabrication of 
standard weights and measures, showing the pro- 
ess made during the present year in those works 
respectively. Laid on the table and ordered to be 

inted. 

re etter from the secretary of the treasury, with 
gatements of the expenditures for contingencies in 
ihe various Offices of the treasury department for 
ihe year ending 30th September last. Referred to 
jhe committee on expenditures in the treasury de- 
partment. 

A letter from the secretary of the treasury, trans- 
mitting an account (in print) of the receipts and 
expenditures of the United States for the year 1839, 
accompanied with many valuable statistical state- 
ents. Lt was laid on the table. 

A letter from the secretary of state, transmitting 
statements of the expenditures on account of con- 
ingencies for the year 1839: amounting for the de- 
partisent and for publishing the laws to $16,047 41; 
sane for foreign papers and books to £62 13 4 
sterling; for the northeast executive building to 
(93,555 03; expenses of foreign intercourse to 
$42,963 41. Referred to the committee on expen- 
ditures in the department of state. 

A letter froin the first comptroller of the treasury, 
transmitting a list of balances due more than three 
years on the books of the second auditor; which 
was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the first comptroller, transmitting a 
list of balances standing on the books of the trea- 
sury more than three years against receivers of 
public moneys. Ordered to lie on the table, aud 
be printed. 

Mr. Russell moved the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee of claims be authoris- 
ej toemploy a clerk, at the ra:e of four dollars for each 
day’s session, under the appointment of the commit- 
lee. 

Mr. W. Cost Johnson moved to amend the reso- 
lution by adding ‘tand that the committee for the 
District of Columbia be authorised to employ a clerk 
when that committee may think it necessary, at the 
rale of four dollars per day ” 

A desultory debate arose on the propriety of ap- 
pointing clerks to committees, which was partici- 
pated in by Mr. W. Cost Johnson, Mr. Russell, Mr. 
Beatty, Mr. Thompson, of Miss. and Mr. Craig. 

Mr. Johnson’s amendment was disagreed to, and 


& tlieresolution offered by Mr. Russell was then agreed 


to by yeas and nays—80 to 65. 

Mr. Fillmore moved the following resolution, 
which was read and adopted: 

Resolved, That the commitiee of elections be direct- 
ed to prepare and report to this house a bill presenbing 
the notice 10 be given by the claimant in case of a con- 
ested election, and regulating the manner of taking 
estimony therein, and of authenticating the same. 

Mr. John Quincy Adams woved the following re- 


B solution: 


Resolved, That the president of the United States be 
requested to cause to be communicated tu this house, 
Sotaras may be compatible with the public interest, 
copies of all documents in the department of state, 
Stuwing the origin of any political relations between 
the United States and the empire of China; the first 
‘ppolutment of a consul to reside at or near Canton; 


;Whether such consul, or any other subsequently ap- 


pointed, has ever been received or recognised in that 
ten: and the present relations between the govern- 
“ey ol the United States and that of the Celestial Em- 
_This resolution was read, and, before any ques- 
tion had been put thereon, the house adjourned. 

H ednesday, Dec. 16. At 12 0’clock the speaker 
look the chair, and ealled for petitions. 
; Mr, Winthrop presented the memorial of the 
nerchants and underwriters of the port of Boston, 
selting forth the insufficiency of the ordinary reve 
: ie cutters for the New England coast, and particu- 
“ry for affording prompt relief to merchant ves- 
. : 'n distress, and praying for the substitution of 
am cutter on that station; referred to the coim- 
mille of ways and means. 
Con! aria a presented the petition of Thomas 
Mi, vhn G. Howe and olliers, for duty om im- 
ie pins; referred to the committee on manulac- 
4 On motion of Mr. Tillinghast, the following me- 
‘ urials and petitions, pending at former sessions, 
"Te referred anew, under the order of this session, 


‘if 


“emorials of Robert Johnson and others, of Si- 


Mon Dodge and others, of N.G. Rutgers and others, 


Of Elisha Dyer and others, for removal of ob- 
structions in Providence river. 
‘Of James Rhodes and others, for removal of ob- 
structions in Patuxent harbor. 

Mr. Grinnell presented sundry peiitions, viz: 

A petition of Seth Driggs, praying for the inter- 
ference of the government in relation to a claim on 
the Colombian government. Referred to the com- 
mittee on foreign affairs. 

Three petitions from citizens of New York, ask- 
ing for the passage of a general bankrupt bill; re- 
ferred to the committee on the judiciary. 

Mr. Simonton presented a memorial signed by 
members of the jegislature of Pennsy!vania, asking 
congress adequately to encourage the production of 
silk; and to assess such reasouable duties on the 
foreign importations of silk in all their forms as 
would enable the government to collect a fair pro- 
portion of its revenue from that source. 

Mr. Doty presented sundry petitions, viz: 

Petition of R.C. Paine and others, praying an ap- 
propriation for a harbor at Racine, in Wiskonsin. | 

Proceedings of a meeting in the town of Finch, in 
favor of a harbor at Milwaukee. 

Memorial of citizens of Wiskonsin, asking an ap- 
propriation for the improvement of the navigation of 
Neenah river. 

Mr. W. Cost Johnson presented a memorial sign- 
ed by a very large number of the citizens of Wash- 
ington for a renewal of the charter of the banks of 
the District of Columbia. This memorial was, at 
the request of Mr. J. read to the house, and refer- 
red to the committee for the District of Columbia. 

On motion of Mr. Atherton, it was 

Resolved, That a joint committee on enrolled bills be 
appointed in pursuance of the joint rules of the two 
houses. 

Messrs. Burke and Naylor were appointed the 
committee on the part of the house. 

Mr. Mark A. Cooper asked leave to offer resolu- 
tions; which was granted. He then introduced his 
resolutions, which were read and adopted, and are 
as follows: 

1. Resolved, That the secretary of war communicate 
to this house, at as early a day as may be convenient 
to the department, a list of the reservations under the 
Creek treaty of March, 1832, which remain unsold, to- 


authority of governor Carroll, former agent, and the 
names of the persons making such valuations, tlie time 
at which the same was made, and the remarks of the 
valuers in each case. 

2. Resolved, That the secretary of war report to ihis 
house what progress has been made in the settlement 


J.C. Watson & Co. and other claimants; at what time 
a special commissioner was appointed to adjudicate the 
same; who is the person ~ppointed; whether he has re- 
ceived his per diem pry, and at what rate, since his 
appointment, and et what time his duties, under said 
conunission, will probably be brought to a close. 

On motion of Mr. Cushing, the report of the se- 
cretary of the treasury and other documents which 


he trade between the United States and the British 


tee on foreign affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Dellet, of Alabama, it was 

Resolved, That the com:nittee on the judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of extending the 
time for completing the census in those states or dis- 
tricts where the same has been prevented by sickness 
or other causes which the oflicers having that duty in 
charge could not control. 

The resolution moved by Mr. Adams yesterday, 
came up, in order, for consideration. 


tance of the information sought to be obtained by 
bis resolution. 


was modified su as to insert ‘ether departments”’ at- 
ter department of state; and, as modified, the resolu- 
tion was agreed to, and is as follows: 


requested to cause to be communicated to this house, 
so far as may be compatible with the public interes, 
copies of all documents in the department of state, and 
| other departments, showing the origin of any political 
relations between the United States and the empire of 
China; the first appointment ofa consal to reside at or 
near Canton; whether such consul, or any other subse- 
quently appointed, has ever been received or recognised 
in that Gapaciiy; and the present relations between the 
government of the United States and that of the Ce- 
lestial Empire. 

On motion of Mr. Petrtkin, it was 

Resolved, ‘That the committee on the judiciary be in- 





structed io inquire iuto the expediency of reducing the 


| fees and emoluments of district attorneys of the United 


| yond a limited amount, to be paid into the treasury. 
| The speaker theu called the states tor resolutivas, 
when 


gether with the valuations thereof, made under the | 


of the conflicting claims for Creek reservations between | 


were before congress at the last session, relating to | 


colonial possessions, were referred to the comumit- | 


Mr. Adams explained the object and the impor- | 


At the suggestion of Mr. Cushing, the resolution | 


Resolved, That the president of the United States be | 


| States, or of directing such fees and emoluments, be- | 


of the state of Maine, on account of the services of 
her militia. The bill was twice read, and referred 
to the committee on military affairs. 


On motion of Mr. Lincoln, it was 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be di- 
rected to report to this house what “subordinate cus- 
tom house oilicers have heen dispensed with within the 
serlod of two years” last past, to which he refers in his 
ate report on the state of the finances; and what had 
been the rate of compensation previously paid to those 
officers tor their services. And also what additional 
number of custom house officers has been appointed or 
employed within the same period, in the several collec- 
tion districts in the United States, and at what rates 
of compensation, with the dates of their appointment 
and employment respectively. Also, in what cases 
and to what extent “the compensation of officers and 
licht house keepers has been reduced.” And also, in 
what cases (if any) the compensation to any officer in 
his department employed in the collection of the cus- 
i toms, or otherwise, bas been increased. And that he 
| present the required information in such tabular form 
| as to exhibit the comparative number of officers and 
|the amount of their compensation in each collection 
' disirict, at the commencement and close of the said 
| period of two years next preceding the date of the said 
_late annual report on the finances, and also the relative 
cost of collecting the revenue from customs to the 

amount of revenue collected in each of the last two 
_ years, compared with the cost of collection and amount 
| collected annually, since the 4th day of March, 1825. 
| And that he also inform this house what officers “now 
employed in the collection uf duties, whose further ser- 
vicesit has been believed could be safely dispensed 
witli, in conseguence of the reduction of late years, at 
the different places where they are stationed, may be 
discontinued, whose offices cannet be abolished with- 
out new legislation.” 
| Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be di- 
‘rected toinform this house under what superintendence 
the custom houses in New York and Boston, respec- 
tively, are being constructed, the number and names of 
| the commissioners employed to superintend the con- 
struction of said custom houses, the time they have 
| been so employed, and the compensation paid to each. 
| On motion of Mr, Cushtng, it was 

| Resolved, 'Thatthe committee on the judiciary be 
|instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
| further provision by law for the trial of crimes in the 
' district courts of the United States; also, further provi- 
sion for the institution of civil and admiralty powers in 
said courts. 

The resolution moved hy Mr. Tillinghast on the 
10th inst. calling upon the secretary of the treasury 
to report to the house how far and in what manner 
the sub-treasury law passed at the last session has 
| been carried into exccution, was called up by the 











/mover. 

| Mr. Vunderpoel thought the resolution would cut 
}out work enough forall the clerks in the depart- 
|; ment for the whole session. He opposed it because 
ihe believed it unnecessary, as the information, if 
obtained, would have no effect on any proceedings 
| which might take place in the house upon the sub- 
| ject of a repeal of the sub-treasury. 

Mr. Tillinghast explained the resolution, and 
| showed the value of the information asked for, and 
its pertinency to questions upon which the house 
may, and probably will, be called to vote; in his re- 
marks he spoke of the judgment of the people upon 
the sub treasury law. 

Mr. Duncan denied that the issue upon the sub- 
treasury question had been put to the people in the 
late elections, and said that no whig had been elect- 
}ed to the next congress on that issue; that it was 
not, nor was any other public measure the leading 
principle upon which the presidential election had 
been decided; for that gen. Harrison himself, when 
| questioned, had refused to answer. 


Mr. Morgan said that the question of the sub- 
treasury had been put in issue in at least one dis- 
trict, aud that that district was the district of Cin- 
cinnati, and that he believed one Mr. Pendleton 
could give testimony on that point. 

Mr. Duncan positively denied that any such issue 
had been tade in the Cincinnati district. 

Mr. Galbraith moved to lay the resolution on the 
table, aud on this question the yeas and nays were 
called for. 

A call of the house was then moved by Mr. To- 
land, and the yeas and nays were ordered; when 
| Mr. Galbraith withdrew his motion to lie on the 
‘table; aud it was immediately renewed by Mr. 
Beatty. 

The call of the house was then renewed by Mr. 
| Toland, 

| The qnestion was put, when there appeared for 
‘the cali 23, against it 56. 

A qnorum did not vote; the question was there- 
fare not decided, 

Mi. Hopkias then moved an adjournment, which 
{ was carried; and the house adjourned. 
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CHRONICLE. 

Tue aupaca. An attempt is making to naturalize 
in Great Britain, an animal of the Liana tribe, called 
the alpaca, a native of the Cordelleras or mountain 
districts of Peru. Its wool is of extreme fineness and 
is exceedingly valuable. Importatious of it have al- 
ready taken place to the amount of three millions of 
pounds, and manufactured. The fabric is said to be 
—— fine with silk. An English print says of this 
animal: 

‘It is used as deer in the parks of the Spanish gran- 
dees in Peru, and its flesh is equal to any venison.— 
Some are white, others brown and mottled. ‘The al- 
paca does not perspire as sheep do, and therefore re- 
quires no smearing, which will be an immense saving 
to the Scotch farmer; and the heavy coat of wool on its 
body (fine as silk) is sufficient protection in the Pera- 
vian mountains, where deluges of rain fall four months 
in the summer season. ‘The alpaca lives under the 
line of perpetual snow, which proves that a cold climate 
is congenial to them even in winter. It feeds on ‘‘zeho,” 
a kind of withered grass which grows on all mountains 
above u certain alutude, proving that they will exist 
where sheep will not. Supplies of the animal were at 
Glasgow for sale, and we believe lord Breadalbane 
bought some to try on his estate at ‘Taymouth, where 
the cappercailzie already flourishes. ‘There were, also, 
samples of the raw alpaca silky wool, assorted black, 
(without dye) white, red, brown, foxy, gray, mottled, 
&c. No animal grease is in this woo!—illustrative that 
the animal requires no washing before shearing, and 
the wool can at present be sold at 20d. per lb. During 
the panic of 1837, when Highland wool sold at 3$d. per 
Jb. upwards of 1,000,000 Ibs. of alpaca realised 2s. and 
2s. 6d. per |b. Different kinds of manufacture from 
alpaca, in imitation of silk—some black as jet, (without 
dye) others white, colored, dyed and wove in great va- 
riety of figures—can be manufactured at one-third the 
price of silk, and is said by the manufacturer to be three 
times more valuable than Scotch wool. 


ARTIFICIAL LAKE. ‘The Cleveland Herald says that 
the grand canal reservoir in Mercer county, Ohio, co- 
vers 13,000 acres of land, the water from 4 to 27 feet 
com It is said to be the largest artificial lake in the 
world. 


BANK ARRANGEMENTS FOR RESUMPTION. ‘The New 
York American of the 8th Dec. says: ‘The arrange- 
inent with the Philadelphia banks is perfected. ‘The 
subscription by banks was to the amount of $550,000, 
and by five indivicuals cr firms, the balance of 250,000 
dollars was made up. ‘The resumption in Pennsylvania 
will, we presume, be slid into gradually, without nam- 
ing any particular day, and without perceptible difh- 
culty.” 

‘The New York Express says that the following are 
the particulars as far as known of the loan made in 
thal city to the Philadelphia banks: 








Certain New York banks, $605,000 
Prime, Ward & King, 50,000 
George Griswold, 50,000 
J. Brown, (for Brown, Brothers & Co.) 50,000 
Nevins & ‘Townsend, 25,000 
John Ward & Co. 25,000 

$805,000 


Banks 1n Ftorma. The grand jury for the district 
of East Florida have presented, among other matters, 
the present condition of the banks in Florida. But three 
banks are now pretending to be in operation: the Bank 
of Pensacola, the Southern Life and ‘Trust Co. and the 
Unicon bank; all the others have become extinct. ‘The 
jaith bonds issued to these banks are presented as null 
und votd, and the legislature is uiged to take immediate 
Ineusures to cancel them. 


T'ne rev. Joun Breckinrines, D. D. of New Orleans, 
has been elected to the presidency of Oglethorp univer- 
sity, in the place of the rev. C. P. Bemart, resigned. 


3ipLe. ‘There is at present in the possession of a 
Mrs. Parkes, of Golden Square, London, a copy of 
Maclin’s Bible, in 45 large folio volumes, illustrated 
with nearly 7,000 engravings, from the age of Michael 
Angelo to that of Reynolds and West. ‘he work also 
contains about 200 original drawings of vignetts by 


362; on Philadelphia 13; 


Schuylkill during the present year have been four hun- 
dred and twelve thousand tons!—furnishing steady and 
profitable employment to a Jarge number of coasting 
vessels, besides the thousands of persons engaged in 
“ait and transporting it from the mines to the sea- 
poard, 

The coal trade and canal tolls. The operations of 
forwarding this now indispensable staple from the 
mines, is about closing for the season. The supplies 
brought down the Schuylkill canal this year have been 
423,737 tons. From the Lehigh 222,008 tons, and from 
the Lackawanna 142,000 tons. ‘Two companies have 
just commenced sending coal from the Lehigh mines— 
namely, the Buck Mountain and Tamanend. The 
works of the Buck Mountain company are nearly com- 
pleted. The rail road is four miles in length, passing 
through two tunnels, one of which is already complet- 
ed, and the other is in such a state of forwardness that 
they expect to bring down from 30 to 50,000 tons of 
coal next year. The ‘Tamanend mines are seventeen 
miles from the Lehigh, and their coal is brought on the 
Catawissa rail road, on a descending grade thirteen 
miles, and four miles on the Beaver Meadow rail road 
to the landing. ‘These miries belong to the Morris ca- 
nal company, and the next season it is intended to 
bring down a considerable quantity of this staple. 
The shipments on the Lehigh this year will probably 
exceed those of any former year. The largest supply 
ever brought down in one year was 225,937 tons, in 
1837. In addition to the coal brought down the Lehigh 
this season, about fifteen millions feet of lumber have 
passed by this route. 

On the Schuylkill navigation the tolls received this 
season, to the 27th November, amount to $459,069.— 
Onthe Lehigh to about $160,000 and on the Union 
canal to $110,855. Next year the indications are in 
favor of a greatly increased business in coal. On the 
Susquehanna there has been considerable activity dur- 
ing the latter part of the season, chiefly for the supply 
of the anthracite furnaces erected this year. 

[Phil. Com. List. 


CorroN MARKET. Liverpool dates of the 9th No- 
vember, represent the trade as dull at previous quota- 
tions. 

New Orleans, December 7. A fair demand, 2,500 
bales went cff at full prices—holders ask an advance, 
butit had not been submitted to. 

Amongst the sales, Louisiana and Mississippi, 360 
bales, at 104; 600 do. at 8; 100 do. at 8; 72 do. at 9; and 
112do. at $3. For curiosity’s sake, we would mention 
that 14 cents was refused to-day for a part of a well 
known fancy crop. 

The Red River Whig of the 21st, re-asserts its for- 
mer belief, that the cotton crop of that section, will not 
be one-half as large as that of last year. It says infor- 
mation derived from all parts of the country confirm the 
correctness of the opinion. 

Colton factories. ‘here are in Mexico 11 cotton 
factories establix-hed by foreigners, the location and 
product af which are as follows: 

In Puebla there are 5 cotton factories, 


making per day, 4.700 Ibs. yarn. 
Oriyard, l 2300 °° 
Xalapa, ] 500 * 
Mexico, 4 2,000 * 
Other places, 200 “ 


Excuanck. New York on Lenden 83; on France 
5 16{; on Breman 78; Amsterdam and Hamburg 
Baltimore 1}; Richmond 2; 
Charleston 14a13; Raleigh 3; Savannah 4; Augusta 
6; Columbus 64; Macon 12; Milledgeville 15; Mobile 
4%; N. Orleans 14; Nashville 8; Louisville 4; Cincin- 
nati 8ia4; Indiana 5; Illinois 6; Natchez 25; St. Louis 


51.6: Mielhio: ) 
5}26; Michigan 6, 


Four, remaius generally at the prices last quoted. 

Michigan flour. 41,896 barrels of flour were con- 
veyed on the Central rail road during the year ending 
Nov. 30:h, 1840, from Ann Arbor, Ypsilanti, Wayne 
and Dearborn to Detroit. ‘Tne Detriot Daily Adver- 
tiser of the 2d inst. states that immense guantities of 
flour will be stored in that place this winter, for the 
eastern spring trade. The wagon price the previous 
weck was three dollars and fifty cenis per barrel 


Fire. The Fredericksburg Union manvfacturing 








Loutherbourgh. The prints and etchings include the 
works of Ratlaelle, Mare Antonio, Algert Durer, Cal- 
lot, Rembrandt and other masters, consisting of repre- 
sentations of nearly every fact, circumstance and object 
mentioned in the holy scriptures. ‘There are, moreover, 
designs of trees, plants, flowers, quadrupeds, birds, fishes 
and insects, such, besides fossils, as have been adduced | 
in proot of an universal deluge. ‘The most authentic 
scripture atiases are bound up with the volumes. The 
ible was the property of the late Mr. Bowyer, the pub- 
lisher, who corrected and arranged the engravings, 
eichings and drawings, at great expense and labor— 
und he is said to have been engaged upwards of 30 
years in rendering it perfect. It was insared in the 
A'bion insurance office for £3,000. 


Canaus. The Tide Water canal closed on the 5th 
inst. andthe Chesepeake and Ohio canal on the sume 
day. 

Cunal tolls. Theamount of tolls received on the N. 
York state canals in the fourth week in November is 
twenty thousand three hundred and ninety dollars and 
thirty-seven cents, and during the month of November, 
is two hundred and forty-three thousand, one hundred | 
aud lify-six dollars and nine cents. | 








company’s buildings 


were nearly destroyed on the 
morning of the 5th inst. ‘There was insurances to the 
amountof $19,600, but the loss of the company as 
well as of the community will be severe. 


Gren. Harrison, we understand, is expected to leave 
home for Virginia the latter part of this month. He 
will spend the month of January with his friends in 
the Old Dominion, and repair to Washington in Fe- 
bruary, te be ready on the 4th of March to enter upon 
the duties of the important office to which the people 
elevated him. [Maysville Eagle. 


have 

Hosra J. Levis, late cashier of the Schuylkill bank. 
Pinladelphia, or by whose raseality hundreds of faini- 
lies in comfortable circumstances have been made 
Cestitute, was in this city a few days since. He regis- 
icred his name as H. Miller, at the city hotel. He did 
not tarry long; and is understood to have taken his 
departure for New Orleans in the steamboat Meteor. 

[St. Louis New Era. 


Tne Mexican concress passed, on the 17th of Octo- 
ber, a law to the following effect. Thai the government 


Coat trape. The shipments of coal from the| 


- ; —== 
present may issue bonds for that amount, which <| all 
sold to the best bidder, within thirty days—t,,. 
thirds of the proceeds of said lean to be expended jp 


acquiring a marine and other necessaries for Prosecut 
ing the war against Texas. , 


Massacuvsetts census. The population of Massa 
chusetts, as ascertained by the new census, is 737,73¢ 


Micuican census. Free white persons—113,104 
males—97,897 females—total whites—211,001, 
Free colored persons—384 males—319 females. 
Siavesl. ‘Total colored 704. Grand total 211 704 
There are in the state—57,793 agriculturisis, an{ 
31,153 youths at school. Sigs 
Comparative statement. 


Population in 1810 4,762 
14 1820 5,896 
“ 1830 31,639* 
" 1840 211,704 


# The increase of the last ten years is quite remarka. 
e. 


New York census. The population of the state jg 
found to be 2,429,481, being an increase of 510 673 
since 1530. ‘I'he number of colored persons is 49,965, 


Rait Roaps. There are 3,319 miles of rail road 
constructed and in use, in the United States, construc. 
ed at a cost of about eighty-six millions of dollars, ayq 
yielding an average revenue of about five and a half 
percent. 1,802 miles more are in progress of ex. 
pletion; and the whole number of miles projected, jp. 
cluding finished, unfinished, and roates examined, js 
nearly ten thousand. 


SCHOOLMASTERS WANTED. The Richmond Wiis 
states that the census of Virginia, judging from pari; 
returns, will in all likelihood show full fifty thousand 
white adults in that state who cannotread! The while 
number of votes given at the late presidential elecijon 
was about 84,000, being 30,000 more than were ever 
polled before. 

In the state of New York there are, according to the 
census just taken, forty-three thousand eight hundred 
and seventy-one white persons over 20 years of ave 
who can neither read nor write. Most of these the 
Commercial Chronicle presumes to be foreigners, inas. 
muchas there are no less than 10,576 primary and 
common schools in operation, at which move than halt 
a million of children are attending, according to ile 
census. 

It is stated in an address by bishop Smith, superin- 
teudent of public schools in Kentucky; that of tie 
140,000 children of the proper age to go to school, in 
that state, only about 32,000 are receiving an educa 
tion. He further states that it costs about as much: to 
educate the 32,000, under the present systein, as it 
would to educate the whole 140,000 under the comunon 
school system. 


Sourn Caroutia. A bill had been introduced into 
the house of representatives of this state to alter and 
amend the Ist and 2d sections of the 2d article of the 
constitution of the state, so as to give the election of go- 
vernor to the people; and also a bill to give the election 
of electors of president and vice president of the United 
States, to the people. 


Suear. New Orleans, Dec.7. The sugar market 
to-day was very active, and about 500 hhds. were dis- 
posed of from the levee, at very fuil prices, w.thin 
the rance of our quotations, which we place at 4j to 0; 
for extreme qualities. 

Some of the sugar planters of Cuba have adop'ed 
the method of Mons. Degrand, of France, of boiiing 
the juice of the cane in a vacuum, by which the quan- 
lity of sugar is inercased full ten per cent. over the 
other method. 

Sugar crop. The New Orleans Courier of the Ist 
December says: ‘We have conversed with inhabitan's 
of the bayou Lafourche, as well as one or two perses 
residing in the river parishes where cane is cullivaicd, 
and they all agree that the cold weather of last wees 
will have the effect of destroying all the outstanding 
cane. If those persons are to be relied on, and they 
pass for men of veracity, then will this year’s sugat 
making fall off 60,000 lhds. and our planters lose 
three millions of dollars.” 


Temrerance Rott. A gentleman who lately visited 
Cork, says, “I was disappvinted in my wish to meet 
Father Mathew, who wasin Dublin where he had en- 
rolled great numbers. 1 looked over the books at Is 
home. ‘I'hey are very neatly kept, and resemble large 
ledgers. ‘The number registered was above one mijic! 
and ahalf; and, there are immense numbers taken !!! 
the country and registered. I believe the total may be 
fairly stated at two millions and a half. 


Tosacco. The inspections in Baltimore last wees: 
327 hhds.; of which 279 were from Maryland, and te 
balance Ohio. 


WILD HORSES AND CATTLE were so numerous !'t 
Maryland, as late as the year 1720, that it was a bus!- 
ness to pursue and take them. There was at thal 
time, a settlement of Indians on the Monococy. 


ST 
*Excluding the territory of Wisconsin, thena part uf 
Michigan. the population in 1820 was 28,600. ‘The 1 
crease for the lest ten years therefore has been belwer? 
seven and eight hundred per cent.!’ This far exceeds ‘'° 
increase in any other state of the union. The s'*'° 
will be entitled ceriainly to three, and probably 10"! 








is authorised tu contract a loan of $2,000,000, recess 
for the payment thereof the 18 per cent. duty; aud the 


repreeentatives in congress. 
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